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Week Ending Friday, October 14, 1988 


Proclamation 5879—National Paralysis 
Awareness Week, 1988 


October 7, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


We should all be aware that spinal cord 
injuries paralyze some 12,000 Americans 
each year, adding to the total of nearly half 
a million citizens whose lives have under- 
gone this sudden and tragic change. Motor 
vehicle accidents are the chief cause of 
these injuries, and young men are the most 
at risk; but spinal cord injuries happen in 
many ways, and to anyone at any age. War 
wounds have taken a large toll. Recreation- 
al and sports accidents injure many, and so 
do mishaps in the home. Paralyzed people 
meet challenges such as physical limitations, 
rehabilitation, and drains on financial re- 
sources with determination, ingenuity, and 
a positive outlook. We do well to hold a 
week in recognition of the needs, capabili- 
ties, accomplishments, and courage of para- 
lyzed Americans and of efforts in their 
behalf. 


Understanding of paralysis continues to 
grow, thanks to biomedical research led by 
scientists supported by the National Insti- 
tute of Neurological and Communicative 
Disorders and Stroke. One major advance, 
with promising applicability to humans, is 
the realization that injured nerve cells in 
animals’ spinal cords can regrow and may 
reassume function. Other developments are 
continuing. 


Regeneration of nerve cells appears to 
hold the best biological hope for paralyzed 
limbs. Scientifically developed neural pros- 
theses that use electrodes to connect nerve 
cells to muscle fibers are permitting some 
restoration of function. Investigators are 
seeking ways to limit post-injury tissue de- 
struction by controlling substances within 
the body that ironically damage spinal cord 
tissue as they relieve trauma-induced pain 


and swelling. Such work has provided new 
research leads that may one day enable 
people with injured spinal cords to walk 
again. 

The Veterans’ Administration has also 
long been a leader in spinal cord injury 
clinical and research efforts. The VA oper- 
ates the largest system of spinal cord injury 
facilities in the world, serving approximate- 
ly 20,000 patients each year in 20 centers 
around our country. The VA also supports 
some 175 such research projects. 

As we continue our national program of 
basic and clinical research on nervous 
system trauma, let us take the occasion of 
National Paralysis Awareness Week, 1988, 
to resolve to do our share, personally and as 
communities, to assist, befriend, and learn 
from paralyzed Americans. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
364, has designated the week of October 2 
through October 8, 1988, as “National Pa- 
ralysis Awareness Week” and authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proc- 
lamation in observance of this week. 


Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of October 2 
through October 8, 1988, as National Paral- 
ysis Awareness Week, and I call upon the 
people of the United States to observe this 
week with appropriate programs, ceremo- 
nies, and activities. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventh day of October, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11 a.m., October 11, 1988] 


Note: This proclamation was not received in 
time for inclusion in last week’s issue. 
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Remarks to Area High School Students 
and Citizens in Sterling Heights, 
Michigan 

October 7, 1988 


The President. Before I begin my re- 
marks today, I have a very pleasant an- 
nouncement to make. This morning the un- 
employment figures for September came 
out. And once again, unemployment is 
down to 5.3 percent. That is close to the 
lowest that it has been in nearly a decade 
and a half. And last month, America cre- 
ated 255,000 new jobs. America’s economy 
is a Grand Prix racer, and the way to keep 
it on track is to give George Bush and Dan 
Quayle a checkered flag in their race in 
November. 

Well, now, I want to thank you, Utica 
Community Schools and Stevenson High 
School. And a special greeting to Congress- 
man Bill Broomfield, Carl Pursell,- Bill 
Schuette, Fred Upton, and Guy Vander 
Jagt, who are all standing right over there— 
your Congressmen. And I'd also like to 
thank Brooks and Pete for their participa- 
tion this morning. And thanks for that great 


music, thanks to the Stevenson Marching 
Band, the Utica Marching Band, the Ford 


Marching Band, and the Eisenhower 
Marching Band. Now, in case you’re won- 
dering why I’ve dropped in, I like great 
teams, and I’ve heard that for great teams 
you can’t do better than the Titans or the 
Chieftans or the Falcons or the Eagles. 

And now, before I go any further, I have 
a request I brought with me from my room- 
mate. She wants me to remind you that, 
please, for your family, for your friends, for 
your country, but most of all, for yourselves, 
just say no to drugs and alcohol. 

The Audience. Just say no! Just say no! 
Just say no! 

The President. All right. Okay. I'll tell 
her. Now, you may not know it, but I’ve 
heard a lot about the Utica schools, and I 
like what I’ve heard. For example, I’ve 
heard that schools here are a family affair, 
that 2,000 of your parents volunteer their 
time to help out in your schools. And you 
know, I can’t help wondering: Are any par- 
ents here? Raise your hands. Well, I’m sure 
I speak for your sons and daughters and for 
the Nation, too, in saying that for all you’re 
doing to make sure that America’s next 
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generation is ready to make the most of the 
magnificent opportunities America’s future 
has to offer—we all say, Thank you. 

Now, I’ve also heard that you who are 
students here care about your community 
and that in one of your most popular clubs 
you visit hospitals and help the sick and 
those with handicaps, as well as giving of 
yourselves in many other services to your 
community. Yes, I’ve heard that when we 
talk about that old tradition—old as our 
country—of Americans volunteering to help 
neighbors, when we talk about a certain 
good friend of mine has called a thousand 
points of light that shine in America’s sky, 
one of the brightest of those lights is the 
S.0.S. Club of Stevenson High School. 

And I’ve heard something else—about the 
future—about your future, about America’s 
future—and that you’re preparing for it. 
I’ve heard, for example, that all four high 
schools have sent student ambassadors to 
the Soviet Union, that your schools on all 
levels have outstanding records for academ- 
ic achievement, and that in the trade pro- 
grams you were world class champions in 
the 1988 Skills Olympics. 

Well, I’m here today because I believe 
you're right to care about the future. I be- 
lieve America’s future and your future hold 
promises bigger than the sky and more vast 
than the galaxies if we have faith and if 
we're true to the values of family, work, 
and community that have always been 
America’s guiding stars on the path of histo- 
ry. In the last 8 years we’ve set our sights 
once again on these enduring values, and 
you know the results: more than 18 million 
new jobs since our expansion began, more 
new jobs than Europe and Japan combined; 
an unemployment rate the lowest it’s been 
in 14 years; the greatest flowering of new 
businesses and new technologies in the his- 
tory of the world; the longest peacetime 
economic expansion ever recorded; and 
more people are at work today than ever 
before in the history of the United States. 

And there’s something else, something 
you don’t often read in the papers. Today 
the highest proportion of our labor force is 
employed than ever before in the history of 
our nation. And job for job, the jobs we’ve 
created in our expansion pay better than 
the jobs that existed before our expansion 
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began. How did we do it? By getting gov- 
ernment out of the way and letting the 
American people do their thing. You know, 
in my job I visit many schools and factories, 
farms and communities around our country, 
and I get to see why our nation is so strong. 
Again and again I find myself remembering 
what General George C. Marshall said 
when he was asked why he was so confi- 
dent that we would win the Second World 
War. General Marshall said, “We have a 
secret weapon: the best blankety-blank kids 
in the whole world.” Well, in our economy, 
we too have a secret weapon: the best blan- 
kety-blank men and women in the whole 
world. 

The growth that our expansion has 
brought America can be just the beginning. 
America is entering a new age that will 
open opportunities for you, opportunities 
that we in the older generation could not 
even have dreamed of when we were your 
age. Here in Michigan, you can see that 
future in new industries, like the robotics 
industry, that are springing up, and in old 
industries, like automobiles, that are coming 
back strong and getting stronger. That’s the 
future. And you know something, you, with 
the education in both academics and the 
trades that you’re getting here, will lead 
America and the world into this future. The 
only limits will be your imagination and 
your courage. And are there any limits to 
those? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. Well, yes, the last 8 years 
have been great, but I’ve got a hunch that 
when you get in the saddle, as someone said 
in an old movie: Well, we ain’t seen nothing 
yet. But I hope, as you study and work to 
build America’s future and your own, you 
never forget that prosperity has a purpose. 
It gives you the opportunity to raise a 
healthy family in the right way, to reach 
out to those who need help in your commu- 
nity, to dream, and to make your dreams 
come true. 

Now, I don’t want to be too partisan here 
today. I know this is a bipartisan crowd. 
Some of you will root for Michigan this Sat- 
urday and others for Michigan State. But I 
am dedicating myself this year to making 
sure that this future of hope remains open 
to you. I believe that the decisions we 
Americans make at the polls this year will 


determine whether or not the future will 
be bright. And you may have heard that I 
kind of like what George Bush said about 
this election: “When you have to change 
horses in midstream, doesn’t it make good 
sense to switch to a horse that’s going the 
same way you are?” Michigan has voted 
twice for what we stand for, in 1980 and 
1984, an honor for which Nancy and I will 
be forever deeply grateful. But the liberals 
are now saying that, come January, they 
will wipe away all that we have been work- 
ing for. Well, from top to bottom, the elec- 
tion this year is a referendum on liberalism. 
Will not only the White House but the Con- 
gress and the State legislatures be filled 
with people whose only pledge of allegiance 
is to more government spending and who 
have never let taxpayers’ dollars out on fur- 
lough? Or will we continue on the rising 
road of peace, opportunity, community, 
faith, family, and freedom? [Applause] 

Now, those of you who can vote, and your 
parents and friends, will decide that ques- 
tion. And think of what that means. You 
hold history in your hands if, as I say, you 
vote. Earlier this year I had the privilege of 
doing something I had never thought an 
American President would be able to do. I 
spoke to students in Moscow about the glo- 
ries of freedom. Think of those students. 
Only if they’re very lucky and rise high in 
the Communist Party will any one of them 
ever have the influence on the course of 
their country’s history and world history 
that each of you can have just by going in 
to the voting booth. It’s very disturbing to 
me that America’s young people, who with 
so many years ahead of them have a bigger 
stake in the future than anyone else—our 
young people, I have to tell you, vote in 
lower numbers than everyone else. The co- 
median Will Rogers once said that the 
people who are elected are no better and 
no worse than the people who elected 
them. But they’re all better than people 
who don’t vote at all. Well, I know that 
you're better than that. And so, I want to 
continue talking about that particular trou- 
ble, if I can find my note here and get it 
uncovered. 

Let me, before I go, ask you something. 
Those of you who are eligible to vote this 
year, I’m asking for a commitment now, 
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and if you say yes, I'll take it as a promise: 
This November will you show up at the 
polls and vote? 

The Audience. Yes! 

The President. All right. Now, those of 
you who aren’t old enough to vote, you can 
talk to family and friends you know and 
make sure they cast their ballots. That can 
be your way of voting—by getting someone 
to vote who wasn’t so sure that he or she 
would. So, let me ask you something.. And 
again, I’m asking for a promise, so if you say 
yes, mean it. Will you make sure that your 
parents and your friends who can vote will 
vote? [Applause] All right. 


One last thing. Next Tuesday, this coming 
Tuesday, is the deadline for registering to 
vote. And I'll bet there are some here who 
are eligible to vote that haven’t yet regis- 
tered. And you know that if you aren’t reg- 
istered on Election Day, you can’t vote. It’s 
like making the team and then not showing 
up for the big game. So, let me ask one last 
thing. Will all of you make sure that any 
friends who aren’t registered get registered 
by Tuesday? [Applause] Well, that’s what I 
was hoping you'd say. Now, I’m supposed to 
join some folks in town for lunch. And I bet 
you're getting hungry, too. So, I'll have to 
just stop right here. But I just want to tell 
you, you have inspired me, and this is so 
wonderful to see all of you out here. From 
the bottom of my heart, I thank you, and 
God bless you all. Thank you. 


[At this point, the President was presented 
with a football jersey.) 


The President. For those of you too far 
away, it says “Win one for the Gipper.” 
Thank you very much. Thank you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. on 
the Adlai Stevenson High School football 
field. In his opening remarks, the President 
referred to Brooks Patterson, Oakland 
County prosecutor, and Peter Secchia, Re- 
publican national committeeman. Later in 
his remarks, the President referred to the 
S.0.S. Club, a student organization offering 
community services. These remarks were not 
received in time for inclusion in last week’s 
issue. 
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Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by 
State and Local Chambers of 
Commerce and the State Chapter of 
the National Federation of 
Independent Business in Sterling 
Heights, Michigan 

October 7, 1988 


The President. You know, I was going to 
say when I got up here that before I begin 
today I have a very pleasant announcement 
to make, but I have been told that you have 
already heard me make that announce- 
ment—{/aughter|—by remote control. So, I 
won't make you listen to it twice. But 
maybe I could say just something that 
might help you sometimes if you’re a little 
confused: that 5.3 percent unemployment 
rate—but then you'll pick up the paper to 
read, and it says 5.4 percent. And maybe 
you don’t understand. Statisticians—they’ve 
got two figures. One of them i> If you don’t 
count the military, it’s 5.4. But if you count 
the military as having jobs, it’s 5.3. And I 
happen to think that anybody in uniform is 
really employed. 

Well, thank you Jim, and many thanks to 
the Macomb County area Chambers of 
Commerce. And thanks also to Tony 
[Penna], George [Penna], and the Penna 
family for their hospitality today. It’s always 
a delight to be back in Michigan—the 
people, the land, the lakes. In the Reagan- 
Bush White House, we use a nickname for 
Michigan. We simply refer to it as God’s 
country. Now, please don’t tell anyone in 
the Civil Liberties Union that I said that. 
[Laughter] 

Well, here with us today are five of the 
people who make Washington tolerable and 
who keep it from inflicting too much harm 
on Michigan and the rest of the country: 
Congressmen Guy Vander Jagt, Bill Broom- 
field, Carl Pursell, Bill Schuette, and Fred 
Upton. And let me also mention a few out- 
standing candidates here with us today: Cal 
Allgaier and Doug Carl for Congress and 
Jim Dunn for Senate. They deserve your 
support. 

Now, Id better be careful here because I 
was told that this was a bipartisan gather- 
ing. Some of you favor the Wolverines, and 
others favor the Spartans. [Laughter] As for 





Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1988 / Oct. 7 


me, I'll just ask for mercy and compassion 
toward the referees. [Laughter] 

But with this great reception you’ve 
given me, it’s hard to believe that once 
upon a time to be a Republican around 
here felt a little like being Gary Cooper in 
“High Noon”—{laughter|—outnumbered in 
a big way. [Laughter] But I remember the 
story of a fellow who was running for office 
as a Republican. He was out in rural terri- 
tory, and he stopped by a farm to get in a 
plug. And when the farmer heard he was a 
Republican, his jaw dropped, and he said, 
“Wait right here while I get Ma. She’s 
never seen a Republican before.” [Laugh- 
ter] And the candidate looked for a podium, 
while he’s going to get his wife, from which 
he can give a Republican speech; and the 
only thing he could find was a pile of that 
stuff that Bess Truman took 35 years trying 
to get Harry to call fertilizer. [Laughter] 
And so, when they got back, he was up on 
the mound, and from there he gave a little 
speech. At the end of it, the farmer said, 
“That’s the first time I ever heard a Repub- 
lican speech.” And the candidate said, 
“That’s the first time I’ve ever given a Re- 
publican speech from a Democratic plat- 
form.” [Laughter] 

Well, all that, as they say, is history—or 
should I say ancient history, which at my 
age is a subject that I’m regarded as an 
expert in. [Laughter] You know, very brief- 
ly, I was regarded as an economics expert. 
Of course, that was my college major. But 
very briefly, they labeled our program 
Reaganomics. And then it became clear 
that the program was working. The funny 
thing is, they don’t call it that anymore. 
[Laughter] But, in fact, experts agree the 
United States economy has made history. 
One year ago, our economic recovery 
became the longest peacetime expansion 
ever recorded. And it hasn’t stopped. This 
month the expansion enters its unprece- 
dented 71st month. We’ve created over 18 
million jobs, as you were told, and bringing 
employment to an all-time high. And these 
are good jobs. More than 90 percent are 
full-time, and of these, over 85 percent of 
them pay better than $20,000 a year. So 
much for that campaign rhetoric on the 
other side that these are just menial jobs— 
flipping hamburgers or something. 


Let’s remember how in the 1970's infla- 
tion and taxes were suffocating families and 
working people and small businesses, as 
they tried to make ends meet. I think it’s 
important to note that today when hard- 
working people like you put in long days to 
provide for your family, to give them a 
better future, the Government lets you 
keep more of what you’ve earned instead of 
confiscating it through higher taxes and 
runaway inflation. 

Since tlie recovery began, the unemploy- 
ment rate in Macomb County has fallen by 
more than half, and Statewide, personal 
income is up by some 40 percent. But back 
in Washington, the liberals already are 
saying that they want to raise taxes, and 
they have all kinds of inflationary spending 
programs in the works. But I think the 
people of Macomb County demonstrated in 
1984 that you know what to do with the 
tax-and-spend crowd. That year, in a recall 
election, you walked into the polling booth, 
put your hand on the lever, and said, “Read 
my lips. No new taxes!” [Laughter] Well, in 
1988 you need to do the same: Let the 
liberals read your lips. No new taxes! 

Since 1981 we’ve shown that record eco- 
nomic growth, more jobs than ever before, 
and a greater decline in the unemployment 
rate than any other major economy not 
only can be achieved but that we could do 
it while also reducing tax rates, slashing in- 
flation by two-thirds, and cutting interest 
rates in half. And there’s something else, 
something you don’t often read in the 
papers. Today more Americans are at work, 
and the highest proportion of our labor 
force is employed than ever before in the 
history of this country. And job for job, the 
jobs we’ve created in our expansion pay 
better, as I told you, than the jobs that exigt- 
ed before our expansion began. How did we 
do it? By getting Government out of the 
way and letting the American people do 
their thing. 

You know, in my job I visit many schools 
and factories, farms and communities 
around our country, and I get to see why 
our nation is so strong. Again and again I 
find myself remembering what General 
George C. Marshall said when he was asked 
why he was so confident that we would win 
World War II. He said, “We have a secret 
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weapon: the best blankety-blank kids in the 
whole world.” Well, in our economy, we 
have a secret weapon: the best blankety- 
blank men and women in the whole world. 

And I would add that over the last 2 
years, without much help from Washing- 
ton’s big-spending liberals, we have also cut 
the Federal budget deficit by more than a 
third, continued to reduce the trade deficit. 
And we’ve still kept the economic expan- 
sion going, and we’ve done it without rais- 
ing taxes. Incidentally, with regard to that 
Federal budget deficit, I get very frustrated 
at some of the campaign rhetoric about the 
President’s deficit. The President of the 
United States-can’t spend a dime. Only the 
Congress can spend money. 

Well, our program so far has helped 
middle-income families make their pay- 
checks go further. And the drop in interest 
rates has made home ownership more af- 
fordable. The drop in inflation has protect- 
ed the savings of citizens and helped those 
who lived on fixed incomes. And our tax 
reductions have guaranteed that a family’s 
purchasing power will not be eroded by 
bracket creep. Imagine where the Ameri- 
can family would be today if the liberals 
had succeeded in their attempts to block 
our economic reforms. 

Of course, the liberals still don’t under- 
stand how we were able to get rid of their 
economic crisis, their “malaise,” their infla- 
tion, their gas lines, and turn this economy 
around. So, in this campaign, they’re treat- 
ing the good times as if they’re a given. 
They just happen. Their message is: You 
can take prosperity for granted. It’s time for 
a change, so take a chance on us, they’re 
saying. [Laughter] You know, that’s sort of 
like someone telling you that you’ve stored 
up all the cold beer you could want, so now 
it’s time to unplug the refrigerator. [Laugh- 
ter] But whether it’s a well-stocked refriger- 
ator or our progrowth economic policies, 
you can’t unplug what’s working and expect 
things to stay the same. 

You know one State, a State that happens 
to be in New England—{laughter|—and to 
make some very tasty clam chowder— 
[laughter|—has followed economic policies 
the opposite of those that Vice President 
Bush and I have implemented. While we 
have cut taxes, reduced regulation, and lim- 
ited the growth in Federal spending, this 
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particular State Government has, since 
1983, increased spending at double the rate 
of the Federal Government’s increase and 
nearly doubled the State debt. They’ve 
added on almost $200 million in additional 
State taxes and fees this year, but their 
budget deficit, much too large this year, is 
projected to be even larger next year. And 
as for jobs: Since 1984, while the number of 
manufacturing jobs grew nationally, that 
one State lost more than 95,000 manufac- 
turing jobs. That’s a decline of 14 percent. 
Now, this New England State has a very 
fine baseball team. They have a shot at the 
World Series. But come November, that 
State’s political leadership is going to get a 
different message. The message on election 
day will be: “Strike three, you’re out.” 
[Laughter] 

You know, speaking of baseball, I had a 
lot of fun last week at a Chicago Cubs 
game. I got to throw a couple of balls and 
call an inning from the broadcast booth. 
And I have to say, the differences between 
the liberals and Chicago’s Wrigley Field is 
that the liberals are still in the dark. 
[Laughter] 

You see, what we’ve done with the econ- 
omy is important, and we must make sure 
that it continues. But our special strength as 
a Nation, as you all know so well, is that we 
can march into the future, leading the 
world into a new age of growth, technology, 
and innovation; but we can do so without 
leaving behind the vital moral foundation, 
the basic values of faith and family that 
makes ours a great Nation and on which all 
that we’ve accomplished has been built. 
Yes, the family is the bedrock of our Nation, 
but it’s also the engine that gives our coun- 
try life. It is the reason that we produce. It’s 
for our families that we work and labor so 
that we can join together around the dinner 
table, bring our children up the right way, 
care for our parents, and reach out to those 
less fortunate. It’s the power of the family 
that holds the Nation together, that gives 
America her conscience, and that serves as 
the cradle of our country’s soul. 

Well, as I’ve said before, there really are 
only two things the liberals don’t under- 
stand: the things that change and the things 
that don’t. [Laughter] The economy, tech- 
nology—these things change, and under us 





Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1988 / Oct. 7 


for the better. But America’s basic moral 
and spiritual values—they don’t change. No, 
the truth is that on issue after issue, the 
liberals have, in the words of G.K. Chester- 
ton, submitted to “the modern and morbid 
weakness of always sacrificing the normal to 
abnormal.” They’ve turned principles at the 
core of our common culture and common 
history into partisan issues that hang in the 
balance as we prepare to elect a new Presi- 
dent and Congress. For example, some lib- 
eral organizations believe that separation of 
church and State requires ending the 
Catholic Church’s tax exemption or remov- 
ing the words “under God” from the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Is that what you be- 
lieve? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. They favor the right to 
retail what they call nonobscene child por- 
nography and think we should repeal the 
criminal penalties for selling marijuana. Is 
that what you believe? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. They think tuition tax 
credits for children in parochial schools are 
unconstitutional, that prostitution should be 
legalized, but that children should be 
denied the right to begin their schoolday by 
joining with their classmates in a voluntary 
prayer. And I know what you're going to 
say. Is that what you believe? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. No, that’s not what we or 
most Americans believe. And I think it’s 
time for us to say that America’s most basic, 
fundamental values are not unconstitution- 
al. Now, I’m not saying that all or even 
most liberals agree with all of these far-out 
views. But these issues, and there are other 
examples, raise an important question. You 
recall a few years back, political figures had 
to disassociate themselves from groups on 
the right with crackpot, far-out views. Well, 
isn’t it now time for responsible people to 
do the same thing with far-out groups on 
the left? 

But let me tell you what’s exciting, what, 
in fact, is the big news of the 1988 cam- 
paign: that this campaign is developing on 
the issues, and the American people are 
finding out what I said some time back— 
that the policies of the opposition can be 
characterized as liberal, liberal, liberal. 


And now, I’m a former Democrat. But I 
think you know what I mean when I raise 
questions about the distinction between 
rank-and-file Democrats and the liberal 
leadership of that party in Washington. The 
liberals may try to mouth some of our 
words, but when they talk about “values” 
and “family,” they mean something very 
different. For example, the liberals recently 
proposed a Federal child care assistance 
program. But under their program, if you 
want assistance and wish to leave your child 
with his or her grandmother that day, 
grandma will have to be licensed by the 
Federal Government. One of the liberal 
congressional staff members behind the bill 
was asked by a reporter if that was true— 
that grandmothers would have to get Fed- 
eral licenses to take care of their own 
grandchildren. And the reply came, Yes, of 
course, it’s true. After all—and here’s the 
quote—“How else can you design a pro- 
gram that receives Federal funds?” Licens- 
ing grandmothers—can you believe that? 
[Laughter] Next thing you know, they'll say 
grilling hamburgers is an environmental 
hazard. 

Now, there are other values that we 
should think about this year—to change the 
subject here. You know, last Friday was the 
50th anniversary of the Munich pact, the 
naive act of appeasenient that brought us 
the great nightmare of this century, the 
Second World War. The vain boast that 
we'd achieved “peace in our time,” was fol- 
lowed 11 months later by Hitler’s invasion 
of Poland. The lesson from Munich is too 
clear and too important to be forgotten. 
That sad lesson is that to be weak is to 
invite war. And that’s why I say to you: 
America must never be weak. We must 
always be strong. But even today there are 
those who have forgotten the ancient prin- 
ciple of peace through strength. And their 
innocence and naivete would put in ques- 
tion ali that we’ve achieved since Vice 
President Bush and I took office, all the 
progress toward ending the twin evils of 
totalitarianism and nuclear terror. 

I know that down the road here is an 
important defense plant that helps to keep 
America strong. When I see our tanks, I 
think of the defense of the free world. Of 
course, other people now look at our tanks 
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and think of what a Boston newspaper col- 
umnist—him, not me—called Pee-Wee’s ar- 
mored adventure. [Laughter] You see, the 
liberals would break faith with anti-Com- 
munist freedom fighters. They oppose a 
strategic defense against nuclear missiles. 
They would cancel essential defense sys- 
tems and receive nothing in return. They’re 
against the B-1 bomber, and they’d wipe 
out two carrier battle groups. And even 
when they say they now favor weapons like 
the new Trident missile and Stealth 
bomber, listen closely and you hear them 
whisper it’s just in theory that they favor 
these systems; they’re not prepared to 
deploy them. But in a dangerous world, 
weapons that don’t exist don’t count. Let’s 
remember, the Soviets did business because 
they saw that we meant business. 

Well, over the last 8 years, America has 
begun a great enterprise of resurrection. 
We have worked to recover the bedrock 
values that you and most Americans never 
departed from. We’ve rebuilt our defenses. 
Our country is at peace. Our economy is 
strong. And our future is bright. And one 
thing’s even clearer to me after watching 
the debate Wednesday night: The Bush- 
Quayle ticket will continue the policies of 
peace and prosperity that have, as Dan said, 
made this great nation “the envy of the 
world.” 3 

And there’s one last issue, yes, more im- 
portant even than all the other crucial mat- 
ters we've already discussed. Ladies and 
gentlemen, just a few years ago, I wonder 
how many of us could really have believed 
then that so many of our fondest dreams for 
America could come true. And of those 
things that have happened, how many of us 
could have imagined 8 or even 4 years ago 
that one day a President of the United 
States would have an opportunity to stand, 
as I did a few months ago, there in the 
Lenin Hills at a podium at Moscow State 
University and tell the young people of the 
Soviet Union about the wonder and glory of 
human freedom? 

And what a great moment we have 
before us, and, oh, how future generations 
will dishonor us if now, in a moment of 
sudden folly, we throw it all away. So, let’s 
go forth then, you and I, to tell the Ameri- 
can people what is really at stake: the fate 
of generations to come, a hopeful vision of a 
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world of freedom, and a bountiful future of 
reverence and peace for our children and 
all the children of the world. So, yes, some 
say that it’s time for a change. But, ladies 
and gentlemen, let us just remember: We 
are the change. We started it 8 years ago, 
and we're going to continue it and extend it 
to Congress if you do the right thing at the 
polls on November 8th. Now is a time for 
action, not complacency. It’s time to keep 
the progress moving, not to sit tight or slip 
backwards. I think George Bush had it right 
at the convention: If you have to change 
horses in midstream, doesn’t it make sense 
to get on one that’s going the same direc- 
tion you are? 

I'm going to annoy some of my people 
now. I can’t get over this—share a little 
something with you. I have a new hobby. I 
have been collecting jokes that I know are 
created by the people of the Soviet Union 
themselves and told among themselves, re- 
vealing a great sense of humor, but also a 
little cynicism about some things in their 
system. And I’ve been collecting these sto- 
ries. I even told a couple of them to the 
General Secretary. But there are some I 
wouldn’t dare to tell him. [Laughter] 

One, the most recent, was the one that I 
got there at the summit, just as I was 
coming home. They had me in his limou- 
sine with General Secretary Gorbachev and 
the head of my Secret Service unit and his 
chief security person. And we were sight- 
seeing. And we pulled up by a waterfall. 
And supposedly we got out of the car to 
look at the waterfall, and Gorbachev said to 
my Secret Service man, “Go ahead, jump. 
Go over the fall.” And he said, “I’ve got a 
wife and three kids.” So, he turned to his 
own man and said, “Jump. Go over the wa- 
terfall.”” And he did. Well, my man scram- 
bled down the rocks around the waterfall to 
see if he could be of help down there at the 
bottom and found the fellow wringing out 
his clothes, and apparently all right. And he 
said, “Well, when he told you to jump and 
go over the falls, why did you do that?” He 
said, “I’ve got a wife and three kids.” 
[Laughter] 

Well thank you all, and God bless you. 
[At this point, the President was given a 


model train locomotive, which was manu- 
factured in Macomb County.) 
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The President. Y\l bet you didn’t know 
when you gave me this that for about 15 to 
20 years after World War II, I pledged no 
more flying and rode trains all over the 
United States—{laughter|—and mainly to 
Santa Fe, it was the best way to get out of 
Los Angeles. [Laughter] Thank you all very 
much. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:31 p.m. in 
the Banquet Hall at Penna’s Restaurant. He 
was introduced by James Barrett, president 
of the Michigan State Chamber of Com- 
merce. The presentation that followed the 
President’s remarks was made by Janice 
Gail Kalm, president of the Sterling 
Heights Area Chamber of Commerce, and 
William Morelli, Sr., chairman of the board 
of directors of the Warren and Sterling 
Heights Chamber of Commerce. These re- 
marks were not received in time for inclu- 
sion in last week’s issue. 


Remarks at a Republican Party 


Fundraising Dinner in Detroit, 
Michigan 
October 7, 1988 


Thank you, John Engler and Randolph 
Agley, Charles Yob, Spence Abraham, and a 
real chip off the old block, Phillip Fisher. 
And thank you, Heinz Prechter, for that 
kind introduction and for the great job you 
and your team and everyone in this hall 
have done these past 8 years. You and 
Michigan came through for our party in 
1980. You and Michigan came through, yes, 
in 1984. And I'd bet my bottom dollar you 
and Michigan will come through again 
when November 8th rolls around. And 
that’s even more true now that someone I 
know and respect came through for us and 
all America the other night. I have to say I 
wasn’t surprised. Sure, the Washington es- 
tablishment was betting against him, but I 
can tell you the smart money was riding on 
a great Senator by the name of Dan 
Quayle. I'll tell you, he got my vote. How 
about yours? [Applause] 

Well, it’s a real pleasure to be here for a 
tribute to a great Detroiter, a great Repub- 
lican, a great American, Max Fisher. To put 


it simply, the man is a legend. He’s been an 
adviser, a supporter, and a friend not only 
to me but to dozens and dozens of others 
who would not have made it very far with- 
out Max’s guidance. 

You all know that Max Fisher is an impor- 
tant man, but I’m not sure you know just 
how important. I remember when I was 
here at the Joe Louis Arena 8 years ago for 
a little party you all probably remember 
called the Republican National Convention. 
At that convention, I was honored to re- 
ceive the Republican nomination for Presi- 
dent, and after I finished delivering my ac- 
ceptance speech, many of you crowded 
onto the podium along with my family, my 
friends, and Republicans who shared in that 
magical moment. I have to say it was one of 
the proudest moments of my life. Now, a 
friend of mine was sitting in a hotel lounge 
in California, watching the proceedings on 
television and feeling kind of moved, he 
said. And while he was watching, a fellow 
who was there turned to him and asked, 
“Say, mister, who are all those people up on 
the podium with Max Fisher?” [Laughter] 

Well, I didn’t really mind. After all, Max 
is one of the few men who’s been around 
longer than I have. [Laughter] Max is a 
loyal, long-time Republican. In fact, he saw 
the light a lot earlier than I did. After all, 
it’s no secret I used to be a Democrat 
before I saw the light—only when I saw the 
light I had to ask Tom Edison, “What in the 
Sam Hill is that thing, anyway?” [Laughter] 

Max has always seen Detroit through its 
ups and downs, and he’s lived to see his city 
fight back and move forward, in no small 
measure due to his efforts. And today he 
has every reason to be proud, because if 
you ask me, Detroit is America’s renais- 
sance city. 

Max has seen them come and seen them 
go, like I have, and I’d wager that he was as 
impressed as I was by a certain speech 
given a couple of months ago in New Orle- 
ans. It was one of the finest pieces of orato- 
ry I’ve ever heard, given by one of the 
finest men I’ve ever known, a fellow by the 
name of George Bush. 

Now, some people want to talk this year, 
I understand, about competence. Well, I 
say, Fine, let’s talk about competence. I just 
happen to think that the youngest flier in 
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the Navy with 58 combat missions, the 
Texas wildcatter who made his own way in 
the world, the Republican Congressman 
from Houston, the chairman of the Republi- 
can Party, the de facto Ambassador to 
China, the Ambassador to the U.N., the Di- 
rector of the Central Intelligence Agency, 
and the Vice President of the United States 
has it just about wrapped up in the compe- 
tence department. 

And that’s the kind of competence we 
need as we move onward. Our party looks 
to the future, a future of continued growth, 
a future of expanded opportunity, a future 
of peace. And after watching the debate the 
other night, I know the Bush-Quayle ticket 
will continue the policies of peace and pros- 
perity that have, as Dan said, made this 
great nation “the envy of the world.” I hear 
some people say we’ve grown complacent, 
that it’s time for a change. Well, ladies and 
gentlemen, we are the change. We began it 
8 years ago. 

Let me talk a little about that change. 
We're in the 71st straight month of eco- 
nomic recovery. We’ve been dedicated to 
slashing taxes and liberating the American 
economy from the regulations and confisca- 
tions of the “malaise” years. Let me speak a 
second about those regulations. When I 
came in and sat in that Oval Office, one of 
my first chores was to name George Bush as 
the Chairman of a committee to get into 
how we could reduce and eliminate many 
of the Federal regulations. Where was 
George? He was in charge of that commis- 
sion that today—we estimate that today the 
regulations that had been reduced have re- 
sulted in a savings of 600 million man-hours 
a year that no longer have to be applied to 
government required paperwork. 

When we came into office, families every- 
where were reeling from tax rates that 
were sapping this nation’s initiative. We 
took that money out of the grasping hands 
of the Washington bureaucrats and put it 
back in the wallets of the people from 
whom they confiscated it in the first place: 
the working men and women of America. 
The result’s been astounding. In the past 
years, we've seen an explosion of hard work 
and innovation across this country, people 
putting their shoulders to the wheel and 
shifting their entrepreneurial energies into 
overdrive. And soon the American people 
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will be investing in a new option for the 
American engine. I call it the George Bush 
turbocharger. [Laughter] And when that 
happens, all I can say is: Put the pedal to 
the metal, and watch America go. 

We’ve been doing some work, too. And 
we don’t just talk; we deliver. We’ve gone 
to work on our judicial system, appointing 
serious-minded judges who respect the Con- 
stitution and know the meaning of the word 
“punishment.” Violent crime has fallen sig- 
nificantly since 1981 because we put Ameri- 
ca’s crooks on notice: Make a false move 
and the next sound you hear is the clang of 
a jail cell slamming shut. 

We’ve gone to work on our nation’s de- 
fenses. We’re once again respected in the 
world. Our Armed Forces are strong, and 
America is at peace. We and our NATO 
allies stood firm when government interme- 
diate-range nuclear missiles were pointed at 
the heart of Europe and Asia. And Mr. Gor- 
bachev got the message. He did business 
because he knew we meant business. And 
we still mean business. 

America has traveled such a remarkable 
distance in the last 8 years that the memory 
has faded of the economic and foreign 
policy crises that we faced when Vice Presi- 
dent Bush and I took office. The liberals are 
singing the same song now they sang then, 
and it sure isn’t “Don’t Worry, Be Happy.” 
[Laughter] It’s more like “Please Worry, Be 
Miserable.” [Laughter] 

Remember the misery index? You get it 
by adding the rate of unemployment to the 
rate of inflation. Jimmy Carter invented it 
as a stick to beat Jerry Ford with in 1976. 
Well, during my predecessor’s term that 
index rose from 13.4 percent in 1976 to 21 
percent in 1980. And you know, he never 
brought it up in the 1980 election. I did. 
[Laughter] My friends, today it’s less than 
10 percent, and it’s been shrinking faster 
than Walter Hudson, that 1,200-pound man 
in New York who just lost 700 pounds. 
[Laughter] Now, if only we could get Con- 
gress to follow Walter’s example and cut 
the fat out of their diet. [Laughter] And I 
want you to know when I'm talking here 
about this there are four of your Congress- 
men I know here in the audience, and we 
want them back in Washington, and 
present company is excepted from the 
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things that I’m saying right here. I think we 
ought to put Congress on a diet: a diet 
called the line-item veto and the balanced 
budget amendment. 

Yes, today we have peace and prosperity, 
and the liberals are trying to pretend those 
economic and foreign policy nightmares 
they gave us never happened. Well, they 
may think they’ve thrown the past down 
the memory hole, but there’s a reason why 
the Republican symbol is an elephant. An 
elephant never forgets. And when you're 
talking about the “malaise” years, let me 
assure you the liberals—or let me assure the 
liberals, I should say, that I haven’t forgot- 
ten and you haven’t forgotten, and they can 
be sure the American people haven’t for- 
gotten either. Still, you can hardly blame 
the liberals for trying to tell the country 
about how terrible everything is. After all, 
what issues do they have to run on? Take 
defense. They opposed the buildup of the 
military. They opposed the deployment of 
the missiles in Europe. They opposed the 
liberation of Grenada. They opposed the 
raid on Libya. They oppose our policy of 
helping freedom fighters advance the cause 
of liberty around the world. George and I 
did all those things, and I'll tell you how 
proudly right now we’d both do every one 
of them over again. 

Take crime. The liberals oppose the 
death penalty. They oppose it absolutely 
and in every case. We have fought to pro- 
tect the noble men who protect us, and that 
means the death penalty for these vicious 
killers. If you ask me, there are no Ameri- 
cans braver and no citizens more precious 
than the men and women who guard us: 
our State and local police. And we say that 
a crack dealer with a machine gun who 
murders a police officer in the line of duty 
should give up his life as his punishment. 

Now take the economy. The liberals op- 
posed our tax cuts, our tax reform efforts, 
our economic program that slashed interest 
rates in half and put America back to work. 
That’s the trend I’m most proud of, and 
that’s what I see in this great State where 
the unemployment rate has fallen by a stag- 
gering 30 percent in just 9 months. And 
there’s something else, something you don’t 
often read in the newspapers. Today more 
Americans are at work. And the highest 
proportion of our labor force is employed 


than ever before in the history of this coun- 
try. And job for job, the jobs we’ve created 
in our expansion pay better than the jobs 
that existed before our expansion began. 
How did we do it? By getting government 
out of the way and letting the American 
people do their thing, their stuff. 

You know, in my job I visit many schools 
and factories, farms and communities 
around our country and I get to see why 
our nation is so strong. Again and again I 
find myself remembering what General 
George C. Marshall said when he was asked 
why he was so confident that we would win 
the Second World War. Well, he said, “We 
have a secret weapon: the best blankety- 
blank kids in the whole world.” Well, in our 
economy, we too have a secret weapon: the 
best blankety-blank men and women in the 
whole world. They’re those kids that grew 
up since then. Yes, Michigan and America 
are going gangbusters. 

The liberals are saying that they want to 
help the American middle class. And what 
they’re planning to do for the American 
middle class is to tax them and tax them 
and then tax them some more. Well, if you 
ask me, the liberals are selling the middle 
class short. Every time the liberals see a 
problem, they think a big government pro- 
gram run by bureaucrats in Washington is 
the solution—the same bureaucrats who do 
so much to stifle individual initiative and 
economic growth. Well, I say if you’re not 
part of the solution, you’re part of the prob- 
lem. And the problem is big spending. The 
solution is so simple only a liberal could 
miss it. [Laughter] We just have to spend 
less. What we’ve learned from hard experi- 
ence—that big spending is as seductive as 
anabolic steroids. And I think it’s time the 
big spenders were disqualified. We can ac- 
complish that by giving George Bush what 
he needs to do the job: a new Congress, a 
better Congress, a Republican Congress. 

Let me just say something about that. In 
this campaign, coming from one side, I’m 
getting sick and tired of hearing about my 7 
years of deficit spending. The President of 
the United States can’t spend a dime. Only 
the Congress can spend money. And if we 
want to talk about the deficit and the Con- 
gress and all, in the last 58 years, the House 
of Representatives has been run by the 
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other party 54 of those 58 years. And 48 of 
those 58 years, they’ve had both Houses of 
the Congress. And in the 50 years that 
ended in 1980, there had only been 8 years 
in which the budget had been balanced. 
And when some of us went public and com- 
plained about that and the deficit spending, 
we were told it was part of the Keynesian 
theory and it was necessary to maintain our 
prosperity. Well, you know, they left out 
one part of the Keynesian theory. It’s true 
he did say deficit spending by government, 
if need be, in times of recession to bring 
back the economy—stimulate the economy. 
But then he said, as soon as you’ve done 
that, you pay off the deficit and get back to 
balanced budgets. That’s the part they ne- 
glected. 

But to have the Congress so dominated— 
that’s not checks and balances. The Demo- 
cratic Presidents in these last 58 years— 
they’ve all had, except for a 4-year period, 
Republican Congresses that Republican—or 
Democratic Congresses—what am I saying. 
And the Republican Presidents in all of 
these years—they’ve only had Republican 
Congresses for 2 of their years and that was 
2 years during Ike Eisenhower’s term. 

So, you’ve all got to do everything you 
can here in Michigan, and that means get- 
ting our message out for a tough-as-nails 
guy who’s running a tough-as-nails race and 
will make a great Senator—Jim Dunn. 

What it all comes down to is a clash of 
principles, of values, and of visions. The lib- 
erals look at this country and see problems, 
woes, gloom and doom. And you know, 
that’s the kind of thinking that can turn 
into a self-fulfilling prophecy. 

We look at this country, and we see ex- 
panded opportunities, a glorious future, a 
future in which this nation is strong, pro- 
tected by land and sea and air and, yes, 
space—courtesy of the Strategic Defense 
Initiative. We’re confident that we’re right. 
We're confident that our cause is just. So, 
let us go then, Let’s take our message of 
optimism to every man, woman, and child 
across this great State and across this great 
nation. Let them know that a vote for us is 
a vote for peace, a vote for prosperity, and, 
yes, a vote for the future. And let them 
know that we are the change. And that 
change will continue if the people go to the 
polls and do what they should and vote for 
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that ticket of ours and for our House of 
Representatives, the Congressmen who are 
here, for our Senatorial candidates, and con- 
tinue us in charge of this recovery that has 
been going on. And it is the longest sus- 
tained recovery in the history of the United 
States. 

So, I thank you, and I thank again that 
citizen that you honor here tonight, Max 
Fisher. 

Thank you very much, and God bless you 


Note: The President spoke at 6:42 p.m. in 
the Renaissance Ballroom at the Westin 
Renaissance Center. He was introduced by 
Heinz Prechter, president of American Sun- 
roof Corp. In his opening remarks, he re- 
ferred to Senator John Engler, majority 
leader of the Michigan State Senate; Ran- 
dolph Agley, president of Talon Corp.; 
Charles Yob, president of Industrial Belting 
Supply; E. Spencer Abraham, chairman of 
the Michigan Republican Party; Phillip 
Fisher, an investor; and Max Fisher, a phi- 
lanthropist. At the conclusion of his re- 
marks, the President returned to Washing- 
ton, DC. 


Executive Order 12654—Delegating 
Authority to Provide Assistance for the 
Nicaraguan Resistance 

October 7, 1988 


By virtue of the authority vested in me as 
President by the Constitution and laws of 
the United States of America, including the 
Department of Defense Appropriations Act, 
1989, Public Law 100-463 (“the Act’), 
Public Law 100-276, the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961, as amended (22 U.S.C. 2151 et 
seq.), and section 301 of title 3 of the 
United States Code, and in order to dele- 
gate certain functions concerning the desig- 
nation of amounts to be transferred from 
specified accounts, the transfer of funds, 
and related personnel matters, it is hereby 
ordered as follows: 

Section 1. The Secretary of Defense, in 
consultation with the Administrator of the 
Agency for International Development, is 
authorized to perform the functions, vested 
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in the President by Section 9006 of the Act, 
of transferring unobligated funds from the 
accounts specified in Section 9011 of the 
Act. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary of Defense is au- 
thorized to perform the function of desig- 
nating the amounts of unobligated funds 
from accounts specified in Section 9011 of 
the Act for use as specified in Sections 
9006, 9008, and 9014 of the Act. 

Sec. 3. The Director of the Office of Man- 
agement and Budget is authorized to per- 
form the function of approving the detail- 
ing of personnel to the Agency for Interna- 
tional Development. This authority is 
vested in the President by Section 4(d) of 
Public Law 100-276 and made applicable 
by Section 9014(d) of the Act. 

Sec. 4. This Order shall be effective im- 
mediately. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
October 7, 1988. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 


ter, 11:01 a.m., October 11, 1988) 


Note: The Executive order was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
October 8. 


Radio Address to the Nation on 
Economic Growth and the Fight 
Against Illegal Drugs 


October 8, 1988 


My fellow Americans: 

You’re probably just as delighted as I am 
with the wonderful news about unemploy- 
ment that we received yesterday. The un- 
employment rate dropped fully two-tenths 
of a percent in September to 5.4 percent 
for all civilian workers and 5.3 percent 
when you include the military. But behind 
these numbers is more good news: 255,000 
people got new jobs last month in the non- 
farm sector, which means that since the re- 
covery began in 1982, over 18 million new 
jobs have been created. There’s nothing 
more pleasing than watching America move 


forward with purpose. And the news re- 
minds us yet again that this great nation is, 
as Senator Dan Quayle said, “the envy of 
the world.” 

Now, I'd like to turn to another subject: 
the war on drugs. I want all Americans to 
take heart. This war is not yet won, not by 
a long shot. But we’re doing better, and our 
nation is united against this scourge as 
never before. 

Right now there’s a drug bill on Capitol 
Hill. It has passed the House but hasn’t 
even come up for consideration in the 
Senate, and time is fast running out. The 
House bill has many good and tough provi- 
sions that express our national commitment 
to five simple but powerful words. Those 
words are “zero tolerance” and “just say 
no. 

When we say zero tolerance, we mean, 
simply, that we’ve had it. We will no longer 
tolerate those who sell drugs and those who 
buy drugs. All Americans of good will are 
determined to stamp out those parasites 
who survive and even prosper by feeding 
off the energy and vitality and humanity of 
others. They must pay. We believe that 
when those who sell drugs are caught they 
must make redress for the damage they 
cause. That’s why the administration, per- 
sonified by the leadership and passion of 
this administration’s point man on drugs, 
Vice President George Bush, and the na- 
tional voice of conscience, my wife, Nancy, 
has advocated tougher measures than ever 
before to combat the drug runners and the 
drug dealers. We’re doing this by seizing 
the ill-gotten possessions of drug dealers 
and their accomplices. Those fancy cars and 
fancy houses and bank accounts full of dirty 
money aren’t really theirs. They were 
bought from the sale of illegal blood pollut- 
ants. We do not tolerate companies that 
poison our harbors and rivers, and we won’t 
let people who are poisoning the blood of 
our children get away with it either. 

Those who have the gall to use federally- 
subsidized housing to peddle their toxins 
must get the message as well. We will not 
tolerate those who think they can do their 
dirty work in the same quarters where dis- 
advantaged Americans struggle to build a 
better life. We want to kick the vermin out 
and keep them out. 
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Nor can we allow these people to hide 
behind bizarre legal challenges when we do 
arrest them and work to see them jailed. 
And that’s why we are advocating a change 
in the law that will allow exceptions in the 
so-called exclusionary rule to permit the use 
in court of evidence gathered in good faith 
by the police. Nor can our vigilance cease 
once they’re behind bars. George Bush has 
proposed, and I support, drug testing for all 
who seek early release from jail, to send 
them this message: You don’t go free until 
you're drug free. : 

We won't have a drug free society until 
we manage to stop the drugs before they 
get to our shores. We must protect our 
coasts, and that means using the resources 
and calling on the noble men and women 
of the Coast Guard to protect us. We’ve 
sought increases in the drug enforcement 
budget, but in the past we’ve encountered 
consistent resistance from Congress. I re- 
quested $538 million for the Drug Enforce- 
ment Administration in fiscal ’89, but Con- 
gress hacked $33 million away. I think drug 
enforcement is too important a matter for 
this kind of political behavior, and I imag- 
ine you agree with me. 

But there is a way, more vital than all of 
these, that we can express our revulsion at 
violence and degradation of the life of the 
drug peddler. These people seem to feel 
nothing—no fear, no remorse, nothing— 
when they pull out a machinegun and 
murder a police officer in the line of duty. 
The bill that has passed the House provides 
for the death penalty for these vicious kill- 
ers. We must, we need, and we will have, 
this law. 

Now, there are those who have opposed 
the House bill because it includes the death 
penalty. Others oppose it because of the 
“good-faith” exception to the exclusionary 
rule. I believe these people are more. con- 
cerned with the abstract rights of criminals 
than the right of our society to save itself 
from those in this country and outside who 
seek their fortune in our national misfor- 
tune. I challenge the U.S. Senate to get that 
bill passed. The Nation demands it, and 
there’s no time to waste. Compromises on 
the key provisions are unacceptable. We 
must let the drug kingpins know: Your days 
are numbered. 
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Our cause is just, and we will triumph. 
Until next week, thanks for listening, and 
God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. 
from Camp David, MD. 


Nomination of Gregory S. Dole To Be 
an Assistant Secretary of Transportation 


October 8, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Gregory S. Dole to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Transportation (Policy 
and International Affairs). He would suc- 
ceed Matthew V. Scocozza. 

Since 1988 Mr. Dole has been Deputy 
Assistant Secretary (Policy and International 
Affairs) at the Department of Transporta- 
tion in Washington, DC. Prior to this, he 
was Chief Counsel for the Maritime Admin- 
istration at the Department of Transporta- 
tion, 1986-1988; a partner with Brand & 
Lowell, 1983-1985; a senior legislative af- 
fairs representative for Edison Electric In- 
stitute, 1982-1983; and a Republican coun- 
sel to the House of Representatives, 1977- 
1982. 

Mr. Dole graduated from the University 
of Pennsylvania (B.S., 1970), Suffolk Univer- 
sity Law School (J.D., 1977), and George- 
town University Law Center (LL.M., 1987). 
He was born December 12, 1948, at McAn- 
drews AFB, Newfoundland. He served in 
the U.S. Navy from 1970 to 1973. Mr. Dole 
is married and resides in Chevy Chase, MD. 


Nomination of Harold K. Phillips To 
Be a Member of the Board of Directors 
of the Inter-American Foundation, and 
Designation as Vice Chairman 


October 8, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Harold K. Phillips to be a 
member of the Board of Directors of the 
Inter-American Foundation for a term ex- 
piring September 20, 1994. Upon confirma- 
tion, he will be designated Vice Chairman. 
This is a reappointment. 
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Since 1985 Mr. Phillips has been presi- 
dent of the Granja Costaricense De Camor- 
ones in San José, Costa Rica. He is also an 
assistant to the chancellor and professor of 
business administration at National Univer- 
sity in San Diego, CA. 

Mr. Phillips graduated from the Universi- 
ty of Redlands (B.S., 1963) and Harvard 
University (M.B.A., 1967). He was born Sep- 
tember 1, 1940, in Glendale, CA. He is mar- 
ried, has two children, and resides in San 
Clemente, CA. 


Statement on the Death of Bonita 
Granville Wrather 


October 11, 1988 


From her earliest days as a child, Bonita 
Granville Wrather was a figure of beauty 
and grace in the motion picture business. 
Many people will remember her for the 
films she made that endeared her to her 
audiences and earned her a very special 
place in our hearts. But more than that, she 
was a warm and caring friend. For so many 
years, she enriched our lives with her spar- 
kling personality, her wonderful sense of 
humor, her loyalty, and her love. Bunny 
had a smile that lit up a room and love of 
life that made everyone who knew her feel 
special. We have so many warm and special 
memories of Bunny and Jack, and they live 
on in our hearts forever. Though we are 
deeply saddened by her death, we are com- 
forted by the joy that can come only from 
having known and loved a true, dear friend. 
Truly, Bunny was more than a friend; she 
was family. We loved Bunny and will miss 
her deeply. 


Remarks at a Republican Party 
Fundraising Reception 
October 11, 1988 


Rudy, Bob, thank you for inviting me 
here tonight. I’m delighted to be with all of 
you. This is a great time of year because it 
gives me an opportunity to get out and 
around and spread some gospel. And from 
what I’ve been told, many of you in this 


room have been instrumental in making it 
possible to get the good word out to the 
people of North Dakota and Montana. Be- 
lieve me, everything that you’ve done to 
help us with the crucial battle for the 
Senate has been much appreciated. Your 
generosity has made possible so much good 
work for the party and our chance to once 
again gain control of the United States 
Senate. 

I’ve been so impressed with both Conrad 
Burns and Earl Strinden. He’s a nice boy. 
[Laughter] Conrad is a Yellowstone County 
commissioner who helped balance the 
budget of the State’s largest county when it 
faced tough economic times. And he did it 
without raising taxes. Now, that’s being true 
to our Republican philosophy, I’m proud to 
say. And another thing that Conrad has 
proven is that he understands agriculture. 
Conrad is well known by Montanans for de- 
livering farm and ranch news on the North- 
ern AG network. His entire career has dealt 
with farming and ranching. And that’s the 
kind of down-to-earth experience that we 
need in Washington. 


And I want to say a word about Earl as 
well. Earl has the kind of legislative experi- 
ence that would allow him to hit the 
ground running. Earl’s been in the North 
Dakota house for 22 years, 13 of those as 
minority leader. He’s recognized as one of 
the strongest and most successful legislative 
leaders in the State’s history. In that posi- 
tion, he’s had to make tough and sometimes 
unpopular decisions. I can tell you from 
personal experience that that’s not always 
pleasant, but it makes me admire Earl all 
the more. 


I see that Jan Strinden is also here tonight 
and has been introduced to all of us, and I 
know what a great source of strength and 
inspiration she is to Earl. Believe me, I 
don’t know what I'd do without my better 
half. 


And you know, whenever I come to one 
of these fundraisers, I think of the couple 
that never once during the long years of 
childrearing took a vacation. But then in 
retirement, they wanted to take a trip to 
Florida, and they asked their sons for some 
money. The first son was a lawyer, and he 
said, “No, I can’t do it. I’m just fitting out a 
new law office, and sending my son to an 
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expensive camp.” So, they asked their 
second son, a doctor. But he said, “No, I’m 
sorry. I can’t. I’ve just bought a new house, 
and my wife is putting in a new kitchen.” 
Then they asked the third son, who was an 
engineer. And he said, “It just would be 
impossible for me to do it. I’ve just bought a 
big boat for the family, and we’re remodel- 
ing our summer home on the lake.” Well, 
finally the father pleaded, “Look, we’ve 
worked all our lives—not 1 day of vacation. 
We never had any money except what we 
saved for your education. In fact, do you 
realize that your mother and I were so busy 
working, trying to save money, that we 
never took the time out to get a marriage 
license?” [Laughter] “Father,” said all the 
three sons in unison, “do you realize what 
that makes us?” He said, “Yes, and cheap 
ones, too.” [Laughter] 

Well, the fact that you’re here tonight 
means none of you have anything in 
common with those ungrateful sons. 
[Laughter] But, ladies and gentlemen, I’ve 
been thinking your continued generosity is 
going to make a difference, and I’m starting 
to think perhaps a bigger difference than 
any one of us could have realized. I’ve been 
out on the campaign trail lately, and I’m 
just starting to wonder if this year there 
isn’t something in the air. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the American 
people are beginning to fit it all together. 
They’re beginning to realize that under the 
leadership of the liberals, that once-proud 
Democratic Party, a party of hope and affir- 
mation, has become a party of negativism, a 
party whose leadership has changed it from 
the party of “yes” to the party of “no”— 
“no” to the balanced budget amendment 
and the line-item veto, “no” to holding 
down taxes and spending, “no” to the death 
penalty and the school prayer amendment, 
“no” to adequate defense spending and a 
Strategic Defense Initiative. The American 
people are beginning to understand that in 
all these ways the liberal leadership has 
been saying no to them. Now they’re going 
to say no to the liberal leadership by saying 
yes to George Bush and Dan Quayle and 
Conrad Burns and Earl Strinden and the 
Republican Party. 

Let’s move in on that. All of you know 
how vital control of the Senate is going to 
be for the Republican agenda for the 
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future. We couldn’t have done any of the 
things that we’ve accomplished in these 8 
years had we not had a Republican majority 
for 6 years. Holding down taxes, stopping 
the special interest spending, the balanced 
budget amendment, the line-item veto, get- 
ting tough anticrime legislation adopted, 
getting the right judges confirmed, the 
prayer amendment, keeping our defenses 
strong and our foreign policy firm—you 
know how tough it’s going to be to accom- 
plish any of these things if that other party 
remains in control of the Senate, if Ted 
Kennedy continues to control the Labor 
Committee, if Joe Biden keeps his grip on 
the Judiciary Committee, and if Howard 
Metzenbaum keeps talking to death our 
conservative legislation? 

Now in 1986, a mere shift of some 29,000 
votes would have meant that we retained 
control of the Senate. But voter interest was 
low that year, and we lost some races that 
were so close they were heartbreakers. But 
I give Rudy Boschwitz and Bob Dole enor- 
mous credit, because far from being dis- 
couraged, they’ve realized that with voter 
interest much higher in this Presidential 
year there’s a real shot at getting back con- 
trol of the Senate. You see, all the issues 
that we had so much trouble getting out 
there in 1986 are automatically there in 
1988. The public is beginning to realize 
that this election is a referendum on liberal- 
ism. 

And that means two candidates for public 
office—the opponents of Earl Strinden of 
North Dakota and Conrad Burns in Mon- 
tana—are going to have an awful lot of ex- 
plaining to do. They’re going to have to 
explain why they have, respectively, 92 per- 
cent and 71 percent ratings from the Amer- 
ican Civil Liberties Union. These two candi- 
dates are also going to have to explain why 
they are ADA allies. That’s the, you know, 
the Democratic alliance. Mr. Burdick has 
100 percent ratings in 1984 and 1986, and 
Mr. Melcher’s ratings in those years was 90 
percent. 

And I don’t think I have to teil you that 
as this administration worked to get our 
economy back on track and our internation- 
al stature restored, we couldn’t count on 
the help of these two Members of the 
Senate. One voted with us only one-third of 
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the time. The other only 40 percent of the 
time. They voted against us on vital issues 
like our drug bill, the balanced budget 
amendment, the line-item veto, the 
Gramm-Rudman-Hollings Deficit Reduction 
Act, increased funding for SDI, aid to the 
contras, the MX mobile missile—well, and 
the list goes on. 

Now let me tell you a secret about the 
electorate: They tend to vote on the issues. 
And when the good conservative voters of 
Montana and North Dakota begin to realize 
that the opponents of Conrad Burns and 
Earl Strinden are nothing less than hard- 
core liberals, Senators who talk conservative 
back home, but who vote liberal in Wash- 
ington, they’re not going to be happy. So, 
believe me, it isn’t going to take smoke and 
mirrors and magic tricks. It’s just a matter 
of going to the people of Montana and 
North Dakota and explaining to them how 
liberal their current representation is in the 
Senate. And that’s what makes what all of 
you are doing to help two great candidates 
like Conrad and Earl so important. 

Conrad Burns will fight for those great 
western values we both hold dear. If you 
ask me who the people of Montana should 
vote for, my answer is Conrad Burns. You 
bet. And Earl Strinden is a fighter with a 
vision. Earl is North Dakota’s best hope for 
the future. I think you’re going to see the 
people of Montana saying they want a con- 
servative like Conrad Burns in the Senate, 
not the current fella who votes liberal. And 
I think you’re going to see the people of 
North Dakota saying they want a conserva- 
tive like Earl Strinden, not the current fella 
who votes liberal. 

So, I want to thank each of you for help- 
ing them. I think we’re heading for victory 
in November. And I know George Bush is 
looking forward to the support of two great 
Republicans like Conrad Burns and Earl 
Strinden in the United States Senate. 

Let me just point one thing other out, 
some figures that most people tend to over- 
look. For 58 years, 54 of those—the last 58 
years, including this one is the 58th—54 of 
those years the House of Representatives 
has been in the hands of the Democrats. 
For 48 years of the 58, they have had both 
Houses of the Congress. And in all those 58 
years, when you hear them in this cam- 
paign talking about the Federal deficit as if 


it just started with our administration and 
as if we’re responsible, I think you should 
know that there were only eight balanced 
budgets in all those 58 years when they 
were in charge—just one, and the last—or 
eight. And the last one was in 1969. So, 
whose deficit is it? I remember making 
speeches all over the country back then, 
talking about the every-year Federal deficit 
and pointing out that one day it would get 
loose and start going wild. Well, along came 
the War on Poverty back in the middle 
sixties. Poverty won because they got it 
passed. From 1965 to 1980, in those 15 
years, the budget increased to five times 
what it had been in ’65, and the deficit 
increased to 58 times what it had been in 
1965. 

I know there are rank-and-file Democrats 
that if—once the facts are pointed out, 
they’ll do what I did, because I was one of 
them once, and then I saw the light. As a 
matter of fact, I could quote the Scriptures. 
“When I was a child, I spake as a child, I 
thought as a child. When I was an adult, I 
put aside childish things.” [Laughter] 

Well, that’s what has brought us all to- 
gether here tonight, so I'll just finish with 
that and just say, Thank you, and God bless 
you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 6 p.m. in the 
Regency Ballroom at the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel. In his opening remarks, he referred 
to Senators Rudy Boschwitz and Robert 
Dole. 


Message to the Senate Returning 
Without Approval a Bill Authorizing 
Private Access Across a Portion of 
Buffalo National River Park 


October 11, 1988 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I am returning herewith without my ap- 
proval S. 1259, a bill to grant a right of 
access across a portion of Buffalo National 
River Park to a landowner whose property 
is adjacent to the Park. Located in north- 
west Arkansas, the Buffalo National River 
was established in 1972. Buffalo National 
River, with both swift-running and placid 
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stretches, is one of the few remaining un- 
polluted free-flowing rivers in the lower 48 
States. 

Through various efforts in recent years, 
the landowner has sought a shortcut across 
Park lands for access to a public road near 
his land, as an alternative to the means of 
access across private lands that he already 
enjoys. The landowner claimed unsuccess- 
fully in court that certain Park land consti- 
tuted a public road on which he and other 
members of the public were entitled to 
travel. The United States District Court for 
the Western District of Arkansas found that 
he had “no right to use a part of the Buffalo 
River National Park lands for access to his 
residence.” Jones v. Gould and the Depart- 
ment of the Interior, Civil No. 83-3097 
(1983), 12. Upon appeal of the case, a unani- 
mous three-judge panel of the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit af- 
firmed the decision of the lower court, stat- 
ing that “the district court’s finding that no 
public road existed is correct.” Jones v. 
Gould and the Department of the Interior, 
741 F. 2d 220 (1984), 221. 


Preservation of America’s natural herit- 
age requires careful management of our 
parklands by the Department of the Interi- 
or. The Federal Government has a duty to 
preserve and protect our National Parks for 
the benefit and enjoyment of all Ameri- 
cans—both those now living and future gen- 
erations. This bill permits the special road- 
way access for the private landowner to di- 
minish the scenic, historic, and other values 
for which the Park was established, as long 
as it does not do so “unreasonably.” The 
Park lands across which the landowner 
seeks access are partly wooded and partly 
old pastureland that is now returning to its 
natural condition as a forest. Special road- 
way access across this land would inhibit its 
return to that natural condition. 


If we begin with S. 1259 to establish by 
private bills special roadway privileges in 
our National Parks for the convenience of 
private landowners fortunate enough to 
have sufficient influence to secure passage 
of such bills, we will have begun to squan- 
der our national treasure. 
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Accordingly, I cannot approve S. 1259. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
October 11, 1988. 


Note: The message was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on October 12. 


Informal Exchange With Reporters 
October 12, 1988 


Senator Dan Quayle 


Q. Mr. President, Senator Quayle says 
he’s had it with being overmanaged by his 
handlers. Do you think Senator Quayle 
should be breaking out? 

The President. Should be what? 


Q. Do you believe that Senator Quayle 
should be breaking out from his campaign 
handlers? 

The President. | can’t comment on that 
or what his thinking is. But very often in a 
campaign there’s going to be debate about 
what’s the right thing to do. 


Q. Do you think he’s being handled well? 

The President. What’s the young lady 
saying? 

Q. Do you think he’s being handled well? 

The President. Well, I think he’s done 
fine. 


Hostages in Lebanon 


Q. ——a go-between between Iran and 
the Germans? 

The President. Oh, is that the Genscher 
statement about Iran? Well, there’s an easy 
way for them to prove it: Turn the hostages 
loose. 


Note: The exchange began at 9:58 a.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House, prior 
to the President’s departure for Pennsylva- 
nia and New Jersey. At the end of the ex- 
change, the President referred to West 
German Vice Chancellor Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher. 
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Nomination of Kenneth D. Whitehead 
To Be an Assistant Secretary of 
Education 


October 12, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Kenneth D. Whitehead to 
be Assistant Secretary for Postsecondary 
Education at the Department of Education. 
He would succeed C. Ronald Kimberling. 

Since 1988 Mr. Whitehead has been 
Acting Assistant Secretary for Postsecondary 
Education at the Department of Education 
in Washington, DC. Prior to this, he was 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Higher Edu- 
cation Programs, 1986-1988, and director of 
the Center for International Education, 
1982-1986. He was executive vice president 
for Catholics United for the Faith, Inc., in 
New Rochelle, NY, 1972-1981. 

Mr. Whitehead graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Utah (B.A., 1955). He was born 
December 14, 1930, in Rupert, ID. He 
served in the U.S. Army, 1952. Mr. White- 
head is married, has four children, and re- 
sides in Falls Church, VA. 


Appointment of Richard W. Snyder as a 
Member of the Advisory Committee for 
Trade Policy and Negotiations 


October 12, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Richard W. Snyder to be a 
member of the Advisory Committee for 
Trade Policy and Negotiations for a term of 
2 years. He would succeed Eleanor Lyons 
Williams ITI. 

Since 1982 Mr. Snyder has been the 
founder, chairman, and chief executive offi- 
cer of SnyderGeneral Corp. in Dallas, TX. 
Prior to this he was corporate vice presi- 
dent of the climate control division for the 
Singer Co., 1979-1982. 

Mr. Snyder graduated from Indiana Uni- 
versity (B.S., 1960) and the University of 
Detroit (M.B.A., 1965). He was born April 
12, 1938, in Kansas City, MO. He is mar- 
ried, has three children, and resides in 
Dallas, TX. 


Nomination of John Train To Be a 
Member of the Board of Directors of 
the African Development Foundation 
October 12, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate John Train to be a 
member of the Board of Directors of the 
African Development Foundation for a 
term expiring September 22, 1993. He 
would succeed Charles G. Wells. 

Since 1959 Mr. Train has been president 
and founder of Train, Smith, Investment 
Counsel in New York, NY. Mr. Train grad- 
uated from Harvard University (B.A., 1950; 
M.A., 1951). He was born May 25, 1928, in 
New York, NY. He served in the U.S. Army 
Reserve, 1949-1959. Mr. Train is married, 
has three children, and resides in New York 
City. 


Proclamation 5880—Veterans Day, 
1988 


October 12, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Seventy years ago, on November lI, 
1918, World War I ended by armistice. On 
that date each year, America calls to mind 
the ideals and achievements of U.S. forces 
in that conflict and throughout our history; 
and we salute and thank all the veterans of 
our military for their service, sacrifices, and 
love of country. 

America, the land of liberty, seeks ever to 
defend freedom and to build the essentials 
of lasting peace. Experience has taught us 
that preparedness deters aggression and 
that weakness invites it. Innumerable 
Americans have preserved the peace by 
manning our defenses through the years; 
and, when we have been called upon as a 
people to resist the forces of aggression and 
tyranny, countless brave men and women 
have donned military uniform to do so. 
They have known that the defense of our 
heritage may demand even the supreme 
sacrifice; and many of them have made that 
sacrifice for our Nation. We and the genera- 
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tions to come can never forget them. Serv- 
ing in wartime and in peacetime, our veter- 
ans have made us and kept us free and 
strong. 

We can all testify proudly that the same 
love of country that inspires America’s vet- 
erans during their military service remains 
with them in later years. Across our land, 
veterans continue to contribute to our 
Nation—in the private sector; in public 
office; in volunteer service; in efforts for 
their fellow veterans, hospitalized or with 
other needs; in activities for young people; 
in the patriotic, civic, religious, fraternal, 
and service groups that cement our com- 
munities and country together; and in sup- 
port of the strong defenses America needs 
to maintain peace and freedom. 

For these reasons and many more, all 
Americans should proudly pause on Veter- 
ans Day to express heartfelt thanks and 
esteem to the veterans of our land. 

In order that we may pay fitting homage 
to those who have served in our Armed 
Forces, the Congress has provided (5 U.S.C. 
6103(a)) that November 11 of each year 
shall be set aside as a legal public holiday to 
honor America’s veterans. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim Friday, November 11, 
1988, as Veterans Day. I urge all Americans 
to recognize the valor and sacrifice of our 
veterans through appropriate public cere- 
monies and private prayers. I also call upon 
Federal, State, and local government offi- 
cials to display the flag of the United States 
and to encourage and take part in patriotic 
activities throughout our country. I invite 
the businsss community, churches, schools, 
unions, civic and fraternal organizations, 
and the media to support this national ob- 
servance with suitable commemorative ex- 
pressions and programs. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twelfth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:24 a.m., October 13, 1988] 
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Remarks to Area High School Students 
and Faculty in Upper Darby, 
Pennsylvania 


October 12, 1988 


Well, thank you, Gil Minacci. And thanks 
for that great music to the Upper Darby 
Marching Royals and the Upper Darby 
Concert Choir. And someplace in here are 
two of your Congressmen, Kirk Weldon and 
Don Ritter, and your former State senator 
who is a candidate for the Congress, Ed 
Howard. 

Now, in case you’re wondering why I’ve 
dropped in—{/aughter|—I like great teams, 
and I’ve heard that for great teams you 
can’t do better than the Royals, the Friars, 
and, of course, the Pandas. 

Well, now, before I start, I have a request 
from my roommate. [Laughter] She says, 
Please, for your family, for your friends, for 
your country, but most of all for yourselves, 
just say no to drugs and alcohol. By the 
way, if you don’t know already, maybe I 
could tell you where that whole idea came 
from—those three words. It was several 
years ago, and Nancy was in Oakland speak- 
ing to a school class about drugs. And a 
little girl asked, “What do we do when 
someone offers us drugs?” And Nancy said, 
“Just say no.” And since then, there are 
more than 12,000 Just Say No clubs that 
have sprung up around the country. And is 
it true what I’ve heard: that you have one 
here—one of those 12,000 Just Say No 
clubs? [Applause] 

Now, you may not know it, but I’ve heard 
a lot about your schools, and I like what I’ve 
heard. I’ve heard, for example, about your 
code of values, as well as that you care 
about the community. I’ve heard many of 
you volunteer in the Delaware County Hos- 
pital next door and do other community 
work. I can’t help thinking that when a 
certain friend of mine talks about “a thou- 
sand points of light” in America’s sky, when 
he speaks of the thousands of American 
communities where neighbors reach out to 
help neighbors in need, well, one of the 
brightest of these points of light is a place 
called Upper Darby, Pennsylvania. 

I’ve also heard that you young people 
here in Upper Darby care about the fu- 
ture—about your future, about America’s 
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future—and that you’re preparing for it. 
I’ve heard that you’ve set high standards for 
yourselves in both your college preparatory 
and vocational programs and that when it 
comes to looking to the future you can’t 
beat the students at Upper Darby High, or 
Monsignor Bonner High, or Archbishop 
Prendergast High. 

Well, I’m here today because I believe 
you're right to care about the future. I be- 
lieve that if we have faith in Him who cre- 
ated us and if we’re true to the values of 
family, work, and community that He has 
taught us and that have always been Ameri- 
ca’s guiding stars on the seas of history, 
then America’s future and your future hold 
promises bigger than the sky and more vast 
than the galaxies. 

Now, I know that many of you are not 
yet old enough to vote. And yet you have a 
stake in this year’s election, and you can 
have a role in it, too. As you know, 8 years 
ago I visited this school and stood in this 
place as a candidate for the high office that 
I now hold. The students in this school then 
now have jobs. They’re starting families, 
and they’re establishing themselves in com- 
munity and career. All we’ve accomplished 
in the last 8 years is making their lives 
easier, better, and more hopeful. In 1 year 
or 2 years or 8 years, you, too, will have a 
job and a family and big plans for the 
future. By making sure that your parents 
and friends who can vote cast their ballots, 
you can help make sure that America re- 
mains a land fertile with opportunity for all 
your dreams to blossom. That’s what Amer- 
ica is like today, and for good reason. In the 
last 8 years, we have set our sights once 
again on the enduring values of family, 
faith, neighborhood, opportunity, and free- 
dom. The results have been 18 million new 
jobs since our expansion began, more new 
jobs than Europe and Japan combined have 
created in this same period; an unemploy- 
ment rate the lowest it’s been in 14 years; 
the greatest flowering of new businesses 
and new technologies in the history of the 
world; the longest peacetime economic ex- 
pansion ever recorded; and more people at 
work today than ever before in the history 
of the United States of America. 

Think of what 255,000 new jobs in Amer- 
ica last month alone means to you. When 
you leave school there will be work, pay- 


checks, and a chance to make your hopes 
come true. Last month was no fluke. Amer- 
ica has created, on average, a quarter of a 
million jobs a month in the 71 months since 
our expansion began. And today not only 
are more Americans at work but a higher 
proportion of our labor force is employed 
than ever before in the history of the coun- 
try. And job for job, the jobs we’ve created 
in our expansion pay better than the jobs 
that existed before our expansion began. 
What Senator Quayle said the other night 
I’ve heard echoed in my talks with leaders 
of many other nations: Today the United 
States of America is the envy of the world. 

I believe prosperity and economic growth 
are the products of strong values. In the last 
8 years, we’ve worked to return America’s 
values to all areas of American government. 
We've said it’s time to return to basics in 
education, and one of those basics is that 
you should be permitted to open your 
schoolday with a simple, silent, voluntary 
prayer. If Congress can open each day with 
a prayer, why can’t youP And you know, 
Congress probably needs it more than you 
do. We’ve said it’s time to return to basics 
in reading the Constitution and to acknowl- 
edge that the Constitution does not prevent 
parents from receiving a tuition tax credit 
when they send their children to parochial 
schools. And in no way is it meant to deny 
the right to life. We've said it’s time to 
return to basics in protecting America’s 
neighborhoods. And that means among 
other things appointing judges who don’t 
only respect the rights of criminals but also 
those of the victims of crime. And we’ve 
said it’s time to return to the basics in pro- 
tecting America itself. We’ve returned to 
the fundamental wisdom that the way to 
peace is not through American weakness 
but through American strength. 

Yes, we’ve had 8 great years. But some 
ask: Have we done as much as we can do? 
Have we gone as far as we can go? You 
might as well ask Eagles quarterback Ran- 
dall Cunningham if after his spectacular 
game Monday night—{applause}—ask him 
if he’s gone as far as he can go. My answer 
is the same as I know Randall Cunning- 
ham’s would be: We’ve only just begun. 
From here on in, it’s touchdown city. Yes, I 
believe that the growth that our expansion 
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has brought America can be just the begin- 
ning. America is entering a new age that 
will open opportunities for you and all 
young Americans, opportunities that we in 
the older generation could not even have 
dreamed of when we were your age. 

Let me tell you about something I heard 
the other day. It has to do with the techno- 
logical revolution that is going on all around 
us and that many say has already surpassed 
the Industrial Revolution in changing the 
way humanity lives in the years ahead. The 
heart of this revolution is a tiny silicon chip 
that you can hold on the tip of your finger 
and still see most of the finger. Today that 
silicon chip has the incredible computing 
power of a million transistors; that is, of the 
biggest computers of the 1960’s. Yet accord- 
ing to one of our nation’s most prominent 
research directors, in less than 15 years he 
says the power of a billion transistors will be 
packed on a chip. That’s the power of 20 of 
today’s most advanced computers all in a 
lap top computer. 

Think of what that can mean in the abili- 
ty of your generation to cure disease, to 
make the world more productive and op- 
portunity for all peoples more plentiful, to 
build a strategic defense against ballistic 
missiles to end forever mankind’s night- 
mare of nuclear terror, and to pursue your 
dreams wherever they'll take you. That’s 
the future that awaits you. The only limits 
will be those of your imagination and your 
courage. And are there any limits to them? 
So, yes, the last 8 years have been great, 
but I’ve got a hunch that when you get in 
the saddle, as someone said in an old movie: 
Well, we ain’t seen nothing yet. 

I hope as you study and work to build 
America’s future and your own, you never 
forget that prosperity has a purpose—a pur- 
pose that is part of His larger plan. It gives 
each of us the opportunity to raise a healthy 
family in the right way, to reach out to 
those who need help in our community, to 
dream great dreams, and to make our 
dreams come true. Among life’s deepest 
truths is that all that is done for you is but 
an opportunity and invitation to do some- 
thing for others. Bill Bennett, who recently 
retired as our Secretary of Education, tells 
of traveling around the country, visiting the 
30 schools that he’d identified as exception- 
al models. He says he was stunned to real- 
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ize that each school began each day with 
the Pledge of Allegiance or the Star Span- 
gled Banner. But he soon came to under- 
stand that this was no coincidence. To use 
his words: “The valuable lesson is that there 
is something greater than yourself that you 
owe allegiance to, but that is also part of 
you.” I wish a prayer could have gone with 
those pledges. But one way or another, this 
sweet land of liberty offers no more pre- 
cious lesson than love God, love family, love 
country, and love thy neighbor as thyself. 

Yes, America’s prosperity is both an op- 
portunity and a challenge, and I know that 
you're up to it. As part of my job, I’ve vis- 
ited schools all over the country, and wher- 
ever I go, I find myself remembering the 
words of General George C. Marshall when 
asked why he was so confident that we 
would win the Second World War. “We 
have a secret weapon,” he said. And when 
asked about that, he said, “It’s just the best 
blankety-blank kids in the whole world.” 
Well, as I look at you and meet young 
people like you all over the country, I know 
we still have a secret weapon, and it’s the 
best blankety-blank kids in the world. 

I’m dedicating myself this year to making 
sure that this future of hope built on oppor- 
tunity and traditional values remains open 
to each one of you. I believe that the deci- 
sions we Americans make at the polls this 
year will determine whether or not that 
future will be bright. And as I said before, 
even if you can’t vote you still have a stake, 
and you can have a role by getting family 
and friends who can vote, to vote. An awful 
lot of our people who are registered, citi- 
zens and so forth, don’t bother to vote. And 
just so I’m not hiding my cards, I'll let you 
in on a secret: I do have a favorite. [Laugh- 
ter] And to give you a hint, Ill tell you what 
I kind of like that George Bush said about 
this election: “When you have to change 
horses in midstream, doesn’t it make sense 
to switch to one who’s going the same way 
you are?” 

It’s not a matter of personality, but of 
philosophy. For example, it just seems to 
me that for those who espouse a permissive, 
liberal judicial philosophy, to turn around 
and pose as tough on crime is the greatest 
disguise since monsters inhabited human 
bodies in the movie “Aliens.” [Laughter] 
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Now, if you’re talking to friends about 
getting out and voting and they aren’t sure 
they want to go to the trouble, would you 
ask them for me to think of what it means 
to be able to vote. You hold history in your 
hands. Earlier this year, I had the privilege 
of doing something I never thought an 
American President would be able to do. I 
spoke to students in Moscow, at the state 
university of Moscow, about the glories of 
freedom. Think of those students. Only if 
they’re very lucky and rise high in the 
Communist Party will any one of them ever 
have the influence on the course of this 
country’s history and world history that 
each American has just by walking into the 
voting booth. And not just by casting a vote 
for President. Ours is a system of three 
equal branches of government. Two 
branches, Congress and the President, are 
chosen by election, and the third branch, 
the courts, is chosen by the other two 
branches. When you vote for a candidate 
for the Senate or the House, you’re voting 
for the direction of the country and the 
world as much as when you vote for Presi- 
dent. 

We hear a lot about the budget deficit 
these days. But in fact, I’ve heard my name 
linked to it. Well, under the Constitution 
only the Congress can spend money. Yes, 
the Congress is the only one in government 
that can spend a dime; the President can’t 
spend a thing. Congress makes the budget. 
And if you want to see the Federal deficit 
fall, remember, a vote cast for a Senator or 
Representative is at least as important as a 
vote for President. 

It’s very disturbing to me that America’s 
young people, who with so many years 
ahead of them have a bigger stake in the 
future than anyone else—and yet our young 
people of voting age so far vote in lower 
numbers than all the other age groups. Per- 
haps you’ve heard of Will Rogers, the great 
American humorist of the 1920’s and ’30’s. 
Will Rogers once said that the people who 
are elected are no better and no worse than 
the people who elected them. But they’re 
all better than people who don’t vote at all. 

Well, I know you and your friends are 
better than that. So, before I go, let me ask 
you something. I’m going to ask for a com- 
mitment now, and if you shout yes, I'll take 
it as a promise. Remember, you can talk to 


family and friends you know and make sure 
they cast their ballots. Now, if you’re not 
old enough to vote, that can be your way of 
voting—by getting someone to vote who 
wasn’t sure that he or she would. And if 
you're old enough to vote, you can do both: 
Go to the polls yourself and make sure 
those close to you vote, too. So, let me ask 
you now: On November 8th, would you get 
your family and friends to go to the polls 
and vote? [Applause] You just made my 
day. [Laughter] 

In the years ahead, whenever Election 
Day rolls around, I hope you won’t forget 
the privilege and honor of being an Ameri- 
can and the privilege you have of helping 
to govern this great nation, under God, 
with liberty and justice for all. Yes, America 
is truly the last, best hope of humanity, a 
city on a hill, a light unto the nations. I 
know that you know this. I know that some 
of you or your friends know first hand what 
life without our liberties and our democracy 
is like and what it means to sacrifice every- 
thing to journey against all odds halfway 
around the world to come to America. 

I said at the start I’ve seen much to like 
about your schools. I’ve also seen what 
some of you who have met oppression face- 
to-face have written about freedom. And I 
like that, too. Here’s one example: “Free- 
dom reminds me when people left their 
country they almost died because they 
wanted a better life.” And here’s another: 
“American freedom means to me that 
every country’s people are living together 
like a family for a new life.” And another: 
“Freedom is the right to be myself, to reach 
my goals.” And finally: “Freedom means I 
have the power to speak with President 
Reagan in the White House.” 

Well, now, let me explain that a little bit. 
[Laughter] I have a new hobby, and that 
hobby is collecting jokes that I can absolute- 
ly prove are created by the people in the 
Soviet Union and told among themselves. 
And I’ve collected quite a number of them. 
I told a couple of them to General Secre- 
tary Gorbachev, and he laughed. 

Well, the one I told him about has a little 
bit to do with what I had just said back 
there. One of their stories is that an Ameri- 
can and a Russian are arguing about their 
two governments. And the American said, 
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“Look, in my country I can walk into the 
Oval Office. I can pound the President’s 
desk and say, ‘Mr. President, I don’t like the 
way you're running our country.’” And the 
Russian said, “I can do that.” And the 
American said, “You can?” And he said, 
“Yes, I can go into the Kremlin, into the 
General Secretary’s office, pound his desk, 
and say, ‘Mr. General Secretary, I don’t like 
the way President Reagan’s running his 
country.’” [Laughter] 

But now I'll just mention a letter that I 
received, a letter from a gentleman who 
said something I’d never thought of before. 
He said, “You can move to France to live, 
but you can’t become a Frenchman. You 
can move to Japan to live; you can’t 
become Japanese.” And he went on naming 
several countries. But he said, “Anyone 
from any corner of the world can come to 
America and become an American.” 

There is just one other thing I’d like to 
say. I mentioned earlier in my remarks the 
Constitution. Every country, I think, has a 
constitution—oh, about most of them that I 
know of do, including the Soviet Union. 
Then what is the great difference between 
theirs and oursP Many of them have some 
of the same lines in them. The difference is 
so simple and yet so great it tells the whole 
story—three words: “We, the people.” 
Those other constitutions are documents in 
which the Government tells the people 
what their privileges are and what they can 
do. Our Constitution is a document in 
which we, the people, tell the Government 
what it can do. And it can’t do anything 
other than what is prescribed for it in that 
Constitution. 

And so, today I would just remind you, in 
closing, you not only have the power to 
speak to the President but to pick the Presi- 
dent and the Congress and the State legisla- 
ture—to determine the course of our histo- 
ry and to protect those liberties that have 
made this good and gentle land, yes, the 
envy of the world. s 

-— now, thank you, and God bless you 
all. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:25 a.m. in 
the gymnasium of Upper Darby High 
School. He was introduced by Gilbert Min- 
acci, the school’s principal. 
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Remarks to Members of the Italian- 
American Community at a Columbus 
Day Dinner in West Orange, New 
Jersey 

October 12, 1988 


The President. Thank you, Governor 
Kean, and thank you all very much. And let 
me offer my special thanks to John Renna, 
the Italian-Americans of Essex County, and 
the Italian Tribune for your hospitality here 
tonight. My friends, grazia [thank you]. And 
thanks also to Bob Franks, Bo Sullivan, and 
Victory ’88 for helping make this dinner 
possible. It really is great to be here, and 
you sure know how to make a fellow from 
out of town feel welcome. When Columbus 
discovered America, I can’t believe that he 
got as warm a reception as you’ve given 
me. And I doubt there was a delicious plate 
of baked ziti waiting for him, either. Now, 
contrary to what you may have heard, how- 
ever, I was not with Columbus on that trip. 
[Laughter] Certainly, 1 wanted to go along. 
But as he was getting ready to depart, he 
just didn’t have the heart to wake me. 
[Laughter] 

Well, that was almost 500 years ago, and 
few people could imagine where we would 
be today. Tonight, for example, we're 
eating a delicious hot meal, sitting on top of 
an ice-skating rink, listening to a speech by 
the President—this could only happen in 
America. 

Now, I also want to give special mention 
to my friend, Pete Dawkins. He’s athlete, 
scholar, soldier, and businessman. Running 
for the United States Senate, he shares our 
values. He has a record of leadership. And 
New Jersey needs him in Washington. He’s 
one of the finest candidates I’ve known. 
And I think he deserves your support, and 
it sounds like he has it. [Applause] 

You know, with this great reception 
you’ve given me, it’s hard to believe that 
once upon a time to be a Republican 
around here felt a little like Gary Cooper in 
“High Noon”—{laughter|}—outnumbered in 
a big way. But I remember the story of a 
fellow who was running for office as a Re- 
publican once in a rural area. And he 
stopped in at a farm and thought he’d do a 
little door-to-door campaigning. And when 
the farmer heard he was a Republican, his 
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jaw dropped, and he said, “Wait right here 
till I get Ma. She’s never seen a Republi- 
can.” [Laughter] So, he got her. But while 
he was going for her, the candidate was 
looking around, figured he’d make a little 
speech, and he was looking for something 
he could use as a platform. And the only 
thing he could find was a pile of that stuff 
that Bess Truman took 35 years trying to 
get Harry to call fertilizer. [Laughter] So, 
he got up on the mound, and there they 
were, and he gave his speech. And at the 
end of it, the farmer said, “That’s the first 
time I ever heard a Republican speech.” 
And the candidate said, “That’s the first 
time I’ve ever given a Republican speech 
from a Democratic platform.” [Laughter] 

Well, all that, as they say, is history—or 
should I say ancient history, which at my 
age is a subject that I’m regarded as an 
expert in. You know, for a short time I was 
also regarded as an expert in economics. 
They named an economic policy after me. 
It was a thing that we had started 8 years 
ago, and they were making fun of it, and so 
they called the program Reaganomics. And 
then it became clear that the program was 
working beyond anyone’s expectations. The 
funny thing is that they stopped calling it 
Reaganomics. 

But, you know, we are now in the longest 
peacetime expansion ever recorded. We are 
now in the 71st month of growth. And since 
the recovery began, the unemployment 
rate in the Essex County area has fallen by 
well over half, down to just 3.6 percent. 
And Statewide, real personal income is up 
by some 28 percent. We’ve shown that 
record economic growth, more jobs than 
ever before, and a greater decline in the 
unemployment rate than any other major 
economy not only can be achieved but that 
we could do it while also reducing tax rates, 
slashing inflation by two-thirds, and cutting 
interest rates in half. And I would add that 
over the last 2 years, without much help 
from Washington’s big-spending liberals, we 
have also cut the Federal budget deficit by 
a third, continued to reduce the trade defi- 
cit, and we’ve still kept the economic ex- 
pansion going—and we’ve done it without 
raising taxes. 

Now, with regard to the Federal budget 
deficit and all the campaign rhetoric, I 
think our critics ought to read article I, sec- 


tions 8 and 9 of the Constitution. Congress 
passes the budget each year; I don’t. The 
President of the United States can’t spend 
or borrow a dime; only Congress can do 
that. And every dime of deficit spending 
over the last 8 years has been mandated by 
Congress, line by line. And that’s why I 
want for the President to have what 43 
Governors already have: the line-item veto. 
Let me interject something here. When I 
said that every dime of deficit spending for 
the last 8 years—how many of us have 
stopped to think that in 58 years, including 
this as the 58th year, the Democratic Party 
has had the majority in the House of Repre- 
sentatives for 54 of those 58 years and has 
had both Houses of the Congress for 48 of 
the 58 years. And in all of that time, there 
were only 8 scattered years in which the 
budget was balanced. The last time was 
1969. And yet they keep on pretending that 
somebody else, somebody at this podium, is 
responsible for the deficit. 

Well, you see, our program has helped 
middle-income families make their pay- 
checks go further. The drop in interest 
rates has made home ownership more af- 
fordable. The drop in inflation has protect- 
ed the savings of the citizens and has 
helped those who live on fixed incomes. 
And our tax reductions and indexing have 
guaranteed that a family’s purchasing 
power will not be eroded by tax-bracket 
creep. I think it’s important to note that 
today when hard-working people like you 
put in long days to provide for your family, 
to give them a better future, the Govern- 
ment lets you keep more of what you’ve 
earned instead of confiscating it through 
higher taxes and runaway inflation. But 
back in Washington, the liberals already are 
saying they want to raise taxes, and they 
have all kinds of inflationary spending pro- 
grams in the works. Well, I think the 
people of New Jersey know what to do with 
tax-and-spend liberals. All you need to do is 
just walk into the polling booth, put your 
hand on the lever, and say, Read my lips: 
No new taxes! 

Of course, the liberals still don’t under- 
stand how we were able to get rid of their 
economic crisis, their “malaise,’-—remem- 
ber that word from back 8 years ago—their 
inflation, their gas lines, and turn this econ- 
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omy around. So, in this campaign they’re 
treating the good times as if they’re a given, 
as if they just automatically happen. Their 
message is: You can take prosperity for 
granted. It’s time for a change, so take a 
chance on us. Well, you know, that’s sort of 
like someone telling you that if you’ve 
stored up all the cold beer you could want, 
now it’s time to unplug the refrigerator. 
[Laughter] But whether it’s a well-stocked 
refrigerator or our progrowth economic 
policies, you can’t unplug what’s working 
and expect things to stay the same. 

And there’s another point I want to make 
here. What we’ve done with the economy is 
very important, and we must make sure 
that it continues. But our special strength as 
a nation, as you all know so well, is that, 
yes, we can march into the future, leading 
the world into a new age of growth, tech- 
nology, and innovation; but we can do so 
without leaving behind the vital moral 
foundation, the basic values of faith and 
family that make ours a great nation and on 


which all that we’ve accomplished has been 


built. Yes, the family is the bedrock of this 
nation. But it’s also the engine that gives 
our country life; it is the reason that we 
produce. It’s for our families that we work 
and labor so that we can join together 
around the dinner table, bring our children 
up the right way, care for our parents, and 
reach out to those less fortunate. It’s the 
power of the family that holds the Nation 
together, that gives America her con- 
science, that serves as the cradle of our 
country’s soul. 

Well, as I’ve said before, there really are 
only two things the liberals don’t under- 
stand: the things that change, and the 
things that don’t. The economy, technolo- 
gy—these things change, and under us for 
the better. But America’s basic moral and 
spiritual values—they don’t change. No, the 
truth is that on issue after issue the liberals 
have, in the words of G.K. Chesterton, sub- 
mitted to “the modern and morbid weak- 
ness of always sacrificing the normal to the 
abnormal.” They’ve turned principles at the 
core of our common culture and common 
history into partisan issues that hang in the 
balance as we prepare to elect a new Presi- 
dent and Congress. 

For example, some liberal organizations 
believe that separation of church and state 
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requires ending the Catholic Church’s tax 
exemption, or removing the words “under 
God” from the Pledge of Allegiance. Is that 
what you believe? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. They favor the right to 
retail what they call nonobscene child por- 
nography and think we should repeal the 
criminal penalties for selling marijuana. Is 
that what you believe? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. They think tuition tax 
credits for children in parochial schools are 
unconstitutional, that prostitution should be 
legalized, but the children should be denied 
the right to begin their schoolday by joining 
with their classmates in a voluntary prayer. 
Is that what you believe? 

The Audience. No! 

The President. No, that’s not what we or 
most Americans believe. And with outstand- 
ing judges like Anthony Kennedy, Sandra 
Day O’Connor, and Antonin Scalia, we’re 
showing that, despite what the liberals may 
think, America’s most basic, fundamental 
values are not unconstitutional. 

Now, I’m not saying that all or even most 
liberals agree with all of these far-out views. 
But these issues, and there are other exam- 
ples, raise an important question. You recall 
a few years back, political figures had to 
disassociate themselves from groups on the 
right with crackpot, far-out views. Well, 
isn’t it now time for responsible people to 
do the same thing with far-out groups on 
the left? [Applause] 

Let me take a moment to tell you some- 
thing I’ve never said before. You know I’m 
a former Democrat. And it’s often said that 
the once-proud Democratic Party of F.D.R. 
and Harry Truman is dead and gone; that 
the Democratic Party has been taken over 
by the left; that the departure from the 
mainstream that we began to see at their 
1968 convention now defines the party at 
the national level, especially the liberal 
leadership in Congress. But there’s some- 
thing you should know. The party of F.D.R. 
and Harry Truman couldn’t be killed. The 
party that represents people like you and 
me, that represents the majority of Ameri- 
cans, this party hasn’t disappeared. The fact 
is we’re stronger than ever. You see, the 
secret is that when the left took over the 
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Democratic Party, we took over the Repub- 
lican Party. We made the Republican Party 
into the party of working people; the family; 
the neighborhood; the defense of freedom; 
and, yes, the American flag and the Pledge 
of Allegiance to “one nation under God.” 
So, you see, the party that so many of us 
grew up with still exists, except that today 
it’s called the Republican Party. And I’m 
asking all of you to come home and join me. 

You know, I cast my first vote for Frank- 
lin Delano Roosevelt in 1932. And his plat- 
form then was to cut Federal spending by 
25 percent, to restore authority and auton- 
omy to the local communities and States 
from which it had been unjustly seized by 
the Federal Government, to eliminate use- 
less boards and commissions. Well, now, 
which party does that represent today? 
That has to be our party. Those are the 
things we’ve been doing and trying to do. 

Well, the liberals may try to mouth some 
of our words, but they often mean some- 
thing very different. When they talk about 
“family,” they mean “Big Brother” in 
Washington. When we talk about “family,” 
we mean “Honor thy father and mother.” 
I'll give you an example that at first may 
sound incredible, but remember, when it 
comes to the liberal leadership in Congress, 
nothing is incredible. The liberals recently 
proposed a Federal child care assistance 
program. But under their program, if you 
want assistance and wish to leave your child 
with his or her grandmother that day, 
grandma will have to be licensed by the 
Federal Government. [Laughter] One of 
the liberal congressional staff members 
behind the bill was asked by a reporter if 
this was true—that grandmothers would 
have to get Federal licenses to take care of 
their own grandchildren. And the reply 
came, Yes, of course, it’s true. After all— 
and here’s the quote—“How else can you 
design a program that receives Federal 
funds?” Licensing grandmothers—can you 
believe it? Next thing you know, they'll say 
that grilling sausages is an environmental 
hazard. [Laughter] 

What, in fact, is the big news of the 1988 
campaign: that this campaign is developing 
on the issues, and the American people are 
finding out what I said some time back— 
that the policies of the opposition can be 
characterized as liberal, liberal, liberal. And 


the darndest thing about the liberals is no 
matter how many times you defeat them 
they just can’t take the hint. [Laughter] 

You know, I’m reminded of a story. Yes, 
it’s one of my stories. It’s about a man who 
aspired to an opera career, and he got a job 
in pictures, acting in motion pictures in 
Hollywood. But he was there just long 
enough to put money together that he 
could go and realize his real ambition. And 
so, he left Hollywood; then he went to 


‘Milan to study opera. And he was studying 


there in Italy for 2 years and then received 
a very great honor. He was invited to sing 
at La Scala, the very spiritual fountainhead 
of opera. They were doing “Pagliacci.” And 
he, in his part, sang the beautiful aria “Vesti 
la Giubba.” When he finished singing, the 
applause from the orchestra seats and the 
balconies and the galleries was so sustained 
and so thunderous that they couldn’t con- 
tinue the opera until he stepped back and 
repeated the aria as an encore. And again, 
the same sustained and thunderous ap- 
plause. And again, he sang “Vesti la 
Giubba.” And finally, he motioned for 
quiet. And he tried to tell them how much 
this welcome meant to him in this, his first 
appearance in opera. But he said, “I have 
sung ‘Vesti la Giubba’ nine times now. My 
voice is gone. I cannot do it again.” And a 
voice from the balcony said, “You'll do it till 
you get it right.” [Laughter] 

Well, today, as we think about America, 
as we think about Columbus’ discovery of 
the New World and all that it’s meant for 
mankind, we should realize how our one 
nation with its special destiny has bright- 
ened the hopes and possibilities of every 
country and people on Earth. From our in- 
ception, we have represented the hopes of 
freedom for all humanity. And we've 
learned important lessons along the way. I 
think many of you know that we recently 
marked the 50th anniversary of the Munich 
pact, the naive act of appeasement that 
brought us the great nightmare of this cen- 
tury, The Second World War. The vain 
boast that we had achieved “peace in our 
time” was followed 11 months later by Hit- 
ler’s invasion of Poland. The lesson from 
Munich is too clear and too important to be 
forgotten. The sad lesson is that to be weak 
is to invite war. And that’s why I say to you: 
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America must never be weak; we must 
always be strong. 

But the liberals would break faith with 
anti-Communist freedom fighters. They 
oppose a strategic defense against nuclear 
missiles. They would cancel essential de- 
fense systems and receive nothing in 
return. They’re against the B-1 bomber, 
and they would wipe out two carrier battle 
groups with their proposal. And even when 
they say they now favor weapons like the 
new Trident missile and the Stealth 
bomber, listen closely, and you hear them 
whisper that it’s just in theory that they 
favor these systems; they’re not prepared to 
deploy them. Well, but in a dangerous 
world, weapons that don’t exist don’t count. 
Let’s remember, the Soviets did business 
because they saw that we meant business. 
But today there are those who have forgot- 
ten the ancient principle of peace through 
strength. And their innocence and naivete 
would put in question all that we've 
achieved since Vice President Bush and I 
took office, all the progress toward ending 
the twin evils of totalitarianism and nuclear 
terror. 

You know, when I see our tanks I think of 
the defense of the free world. Of course, 
other people now look at our tanks and 
think of what a Boston newspaper colum- 
nist—him, not me—called Pee-Wee’s ar- 
mored adventure. 

Well, over the last 8 years, America has 
begun a great enterprise of resurrection. 
We have worked to recover the bedrock 
values that you and most Americans never 
departed from. We’ve rebuilt our defenses. 
Our country is at peace. Our economy is 
strong. And our future is bright. 

And there’s one last issue, yes, more im- 
portant than even all the other crucial mat- 
ters we’ve already discussed. Ladies and 
gentlemen, just a few years ago, I wonder 
how many of us could really have believed 
then that so many of our fondest dreams for 
America would come true. And of those 
things that have happened, how many of us 
could have imagined 8 or even 4 years ago 
that one day a President of the United 
States would have an opportunity to stand, 
as I did a few months ago, there in the 
Lenin Hills, at a podium at Moscow State 
University, and tell the young people of the 
Soviet Union about the wonder and glory of 
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human freedom? And they listened and ap- 
plauded. What a great moment we have 
before us, and, oh, how future generations 
will dishonor us if now, in a moment of 
sudden folly, we throw it all away. So, let’s 
go forth then, you and I, to tell the Ameri- 
can people what is really at stake: the fate 
of generations to come, a hopeful vision of a 
world of freedom and a bountiful future of 
reverence and peace for our children and 
the children of all the world. 

So, yes, some say that it’s time for a 
change. But, ladies and gentlemen, let us 
remember, we are the change. We started 
it 8 years ago. They’d had almost 50 years 
of their policy. We’re going to continue it 
and extend—our policy, I mean—extend 
that to Congress, if you do the right thing 
at the polls on November 8th. Now is a 
time for action, not complacency. It’s a time 
to keep the progress moving, not to sit tight 
or slip backwards. I think George Bush had 
it right at the convention: If you have to 
change horses in midstream, doesn’t it 
make sense to get on one that’s going the 
same direction you are? 

New Jersey will be a critical State this 
year. It could be the key to victory for 
everything we believe in. We need every- 
one to turn out to elect George Bush Presi- 
dent, to send Pete Dawkins to the Senate, 
to give us a 1988 Republican landslide 
across-the-board, and to send the liberals 
packing. 

Now, before I quit, I’m going to do some- 
thing. It’s become a hobby of mine. I’ve 
been collecting stories, jokes, that I can ab- 
solutely prove are created by the people of 
the Soviet Union among themselves and 
that they tell to each other, and they reveal 
a great sense of humor and also a little cyni- 
cism about how things are there. I’ve got 
quite a collection now, and I even told two 
of them to Gorbachev and got a laugh. 
There are several others I wouldn’t tell 
him. But I’d just like to close by telling you 
one that I did tell him, and he laughed at. 

You know, less than one family out of 
seven in the Soviet Union owns an automo- 
bile. Most of the automobiles are driven by 
the bureaucrats—the government furnishes 
them and drivers and so forth. So, an order 
went out one day to the police that anyone 
caught speeding—anyone, no matter who— 
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gets a ticket. Well, Gorbachev came out of 
his country home, his dacha. 

He was late getting to the Kremlin. 
There was his limousine and driver waiting. 
He told the driver to get in the back seat. 
He’d drive. And down the road he went. 
They passed two motorcycle cops. One took 
out after him. And pretty soon he’s back 
with his buddy. And his buddy says, “Well, 
did you give him a ticket?” And he said, 
“No.” Well, he said, “Why not?” “Oh,” he 
said, “too important.” Well, he said, “We’re 
told to give anybody a ticket, no matter 
who it is.” “Oh,” he said, “no, no. This one 
was—I couldn’t.” Well, he said, “Who was 
it?” He said, “I couldn’t recognize him, but 
his driver was Gorbachev.” [Laughter] 

Well, thank you all very much. You’re 
sending me out of here, I think, 3 inches 
taller than I came. God bless you all. Thank 
you. 


Note: The President spoke at 6:35 p.m. in 
the South Mountain Arena. In his opening 
remarks, the President referred to John 
Renna, chairman of the Republican Party 
in Essex County; Robert Franks, chairman 
of the New Jersey Republican Party; Joseph 
Sullivan, chairman of the New Jersey Bush 
for President campaign; and Pete Dawkins, 
Republican Senatorial candidate for New 
Jersey. At the conclusion of his remarks, the 
President returned to Washington, DC. 


Proclamation 5881—White Cane Safety 
Day, 1988 


October 12, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


More and more visually impaired Ameri- 
cans are attaining independence in their 
daily lives, and we can all reflect gratefully 
on the role of the white cane in making this 
so. Thanks to the white cane and public 
awareness of it, blind people can travel and 
conduct daily activities successfully. 

The white cane has affected the lives of 
its users so profoundly that it has come to 
symbolize freedom and self-reliance for 


blind citizens everywhere. This simple but 
effective tool helps many people with visual 
impairments build fuller lives. Each Octo- 
ber, White Cane Safety Day offers all Amer- 
icans the opportunity to congratulate their 
friends, neighbors, and fellow citizens who 
use the white cane to such good advantage 
for themselves and for our communities and 
country. 

In acknowledgment of the white cane 
and all it symbolizes, the Congress, by joint 
resolution approved October 6, 1964, has 
authorized the President to designate Octo- 
ber 15 of each year as “White Cane Safety 
Day.” 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim October 15, 1988, as 
White Cane Safety Day. I urge all Ameri- 
cans to show respect for those who carry 
the white cane and to honor their many 
achievements. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twelfth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:26 p.m., October 13, 1988] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on October 13. 


Remarks on Signing the Family 
Support Act of 1988 


October 13, 1988 


I am pleased to sign into law today a 
major reform of our nation’s welfare 
system, the Family Support Act. This bill, 
H.R. 1720, represents the culmination of 
more than 2 years of effort and responds to 
the call in my 1986 State of the Union Mes- 
sage for real welfare reform—reform that 
will lead to lasting emancipation from wel- 
fare dependency. 

It is fitting that the word “family” figures 
prominently in the title of this legislation. 
For too long the Federal Government, with 
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the best of intentions, has usurped responsi- 
bilities that appropriately lie with parents. 
In so doing—does anyone have a Stinger? 
[Laughter] In so doing, it has reinforced de- 
pendency and separated welfare recipients 
from the mainstream of American society. 
The Family Support Act says to welfare par- 
ents, “We expect of you what we expect of 
ourselves and our own loved ones: that you 
will do your share in taking responsibility 
for your life and for the lives of the chil- 
dren you bring into this world.” 

Well, the Family Support Act focuses on 
the two primary areas in which individuals 
must assume this responsibility. First, the 
legislation improves our system for securing 
support from absent parents. Second, it cre- 
ates a new emphasis on the importance of 
work for individuals in the welfare system. 

Under this bill, one parent in a two- 
parent welfare family will be required to 
work in the public or private sector for at 
least 16 hours a week as a condition of re- 
ceiving benefits. This important work re- 
quirement applies to families that come 
onto the welfare rolls as a result of the un- 
employment of the principal wage earner. 
It recognizes the need for a family’s bread- 
winner to maintain the habits, skills, and 
pride achieved through work. This work re- 
quirement also allows us to expand cover- 
age for two-parent families to all States 
without dangerously increasing welfare de- 
pendency. A key part of this bill is to make 
at least one of the parerts in a welfare 
family participate in meaningful work while 
still getting a needed cash support. 

Single parent families also share in the 
message of hope underlying this bill. They, 
too, will know that there is an alternative to 
a life on welfare. To ensure that they get a 
better start in life, young parents who have 
not completed high school will be required 
to stay in or return to school to complete 
the basic education so necessary to a pro- 
ductive life. Other parents will be offered a 
broad range of education, employment, and 
training activities designed to lead to work. 

To provide new employment opportuni- 
ties to welfare recipients, States will be en- 
titled to receive $6.8 billion over the next 7 
years. They also will receive the funding 
necessary to provide child care and Medic- 
aid benefits. This financial assistance repre- 
sents a significant and generous national 
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commitment to enhancing the self-sufficien- 
cy of welfare recipients. To ensure that 
meaningful numbers of recipients actually 
do benefit from welfare reform, each State 
must be required to involve increasing per- 
centages of welfare families to participate 
in employment and training activities over 
time. 

The Family Support Act also contains sig- 
nificant reforms in our nation’s child sup- 
port enforcement system. These reforms 
are designed to ensure that parents who do 
not live with their children nevertheless 
meet their responsibilities to them. To im- 
prove the adequacy of child support 
awards, judges and other officials will be 
required to apply support guidelines devel- 
oped by their States for setting award 
amounts. And to help ensure that the child 
support awarded actually is paid, child sup- 
port payments will be automatically with- 
held from the responsible parent’s pay- 
check. 

Reflecting the concern we all share over 
the Federal budget deficit, the Family Sup- 
port Act contains funding provisions to 
offset the increased new spending in the 
bill. The single largest source of the funding 
comes from a temporary extension of cur- 
rent authority for the Treasury to collect 
overdue debts owed the Federal Govern- 
ment by reducing Federal tax refunds of 
individuals not paying those debts on time. 

In 1971, when I was Governor of Califor- 
nia, we put into law a work-for-welfare re- 
quirement simiiar to the one in the bill 
before us today. It was called community 
work experience, and its purpose was to 
demonstrate to the disadvantaged how en- 
nobling a job could be. And that lesson is as 
clear today as it was then, and the successes 
of many fine State programs like that one 
have made this landmark legislation possi- 
ble. 

As lead Governors on welfare reform for 
the National Governors’ Association, Gover- 
nors Castle and Clinton consistently pre- 
sented the interests of the States in getting 
welfare reform enacted. And that interest 
has been manifested by many States carry- 
ing out their own welfare reform programs. 
Leaders in this effort are Governors Kean, 
Tommy Thompson, Moore, and Hunt who 
have paved the way for this legislation 
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through unique welfare reform initiatives in 
their States. Legislators like Wisconsin’s 
Susan Engeleiter were instrumental in 
achieving welfare reform and showing Con- 
gress how well it works. 

Many Members of Congress share the 
credit for the responsible welfare-to-work 
and child support enforcement reforms in 
the Family Support Act. In particular, Sena- 
tors Moynihan, Armstrong, Dole, and Pack- 
wood, and Bentsen, and Representatives 
Rostenkowski, Hank Brown, Michel, Fren- 
zel, and Downey played key roles in forging 
the consensus for this landmark legislation. 
They and the members of the administra- 
tion who worked so diligently on this bill 
will be remembered for accomplishing 
what many have attempted, but no one has 
achieved in several decades: a meaningful 
redirection of our welfare system. 

And I think it is time now for me to sign 
the bill. And I thank all of you, and God 
bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:06 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
opening remarks, he referred to a Stinger 
surface-to-air missile and the noise from an 
airplane flying overhead. H.R. 1720, ap- 
proved October 13, was assigned Public 
Law No. 100-485. 


Nomination of George Tryon Harding 
IV To Be a Member of the Board of 
Regents of the Uniformed Services 
University of the Health Sciences 


October 13, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate George Tryon Harding IV 
to be a member of the Board of Regents of 
the Uniformed Services University of the 
Health Sciences for the remainder of the 
term expiring May 1, 1989. He would suc- 
ceed Francis Carter Coleman. 

Since 1975 Dr. Harding has been a clini- 
cal professor of psychiatry at Ohio State 
University College of Medicine in Wor- 
thington, OH. He has also served as medical 
director and chief executive officer for Har- 
ding Hospital since 1973. 


Dr. Harding graduated from Loma Linda 
University (B.A., 1949; M.D., 1953). He was 
born January 13, 1929, in Columbus, OH. 
He served in the U.S. Army Reserve, 1955- 
1957. Dr. Harding is married, has five chil- 
dren, and resides in Worthington, OH. 


Nomination of Jerry D. Blakemore To 
Be an Assistant Secretary of Labor 


October 13, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Jerry D. Blakemore to be 
an Assistant Secretary of Labor (Public and 
Intergovernmental Affairs). He would suc- 
ceed David F. Demarest. 

Since 1987 Mr. Blakemore has been the 
Director of the Office of Federal Contract 
Compliance Programs at the Department of 
Labor. Prior to this he served in several 
capacities for Illinois Governor James R. 
Thompson: Deputy Governor and legal 
counsel, 1985-1987; counselor and director 
of the Office of Citizens’ Assistance and 
Consumer Affairs, 1983; and assistant for 
health and human services, 1980. 

Mr. Blakemore graduated from Princeton 
University (B.A., 1976) and John Marshall 
Law School (J.D., 1980). He was born July 
22, 1954, in Chicago, IL, and resides in 
Washington, DC. 


Nomination of Jill Houghton Emery To 
Be Director of the Women’s Bureau 


October 13, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Jill Houghton Emery to be 
Director of the Women’s Bureau at the De- 
partment of Labor. She would succeed Shir- 
ley Dennis. 

Since 1985 Mrs. Emery has been Deputy 
Director of the Women’s Bureau at the De- 
partment of Labor in Washington, DC. Pre- - 
viously she was Director of the Office of 
Women’s Business Ownership at the Small 
Business Administration, 1985, and Special 
Assistant to the Administrator at the Small 
Business Administration, 1985. From 1983 
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to 1984, Mrs. Emery was president of the 
Emery Corp. in New York. 

Mrs. Emery graduated from State Univer- 
sity of New York College at Geneseo (B.S., 
1965). She was born May 28, 1943, in 
Bangor, ME. She is married, has three chil- 
dren, and resides in Washington, DC. 


Nomination of William P. Albrecht To 
Be a Commissioner of the Commodity 
Futures Trading Commission 


October 13, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate William P. Albrecht to be 
a Commissioner of the Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission for the term expiring 
April 13, 1993. He would succeed William 
E. Seale. 

Since 1987 Dr. Albrecht has been associ- 
ate dean for external programs with the col- 
lege of business administration at the Uni- 
versity of Iowa in Iowa City, IA, and acting 
associate dean for external programs, 1986- 
1987. From 1984 to 1987, Dr. Albrecht was 
associate dean for undergraduate programs 
at the University of Iowa. 

Dr. Albrecht graduated from Princeton 
University (A.B., 1956); University of South 
Carolina (M.A., 1962); and Yale University 
(M.A., 1963; Ph.D., 1965). He was born Jan- 
uary 7, 1935, in Pittsburgh, PA. He served 
in the U.S. Navy, 1956-1961. Dr. Albrecht 
is married, has four children, and resides in 
Solon, IA. 


Remarks on Meeting the Crew of the 
Space Shuttle Discovery 


October 14, 1988 


The President. Three weeks ago in Hous- 
ton I met with “Rick” Hauck, Dick Covey, 
“Pinky” Nelson, Mike Lounge, and Dave 
Hilmers to wish them Godspeed as they 
prepared for their important journey. 
Today let us just say to our five brave coun- 
trymen: Thank you for taking us with you 
into space, and bless you for your courage. 
sein on behalf of every American, welcome 

ome. 
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The Vice President was right last night: 
You are America’s heroes. You are his 
heroes and mine. You’re each veterans of 
the space program, and what you have 
done for the program and for your country 
will be long remembered. At a time when 
it counted, you stepped forward tc help 
return America to space, to once again live 
the dream, and for all of us, to help keep 
that dream alive. You, the astronauts, and 
the entire team that made the mission of 
the Discovery a success deserve the praise 
of a grateful nation. 

I also want to salute the engineering and 
technical crew responsible for the redesign 
of the space shuttle. It was a job well done. 
More than 400 design changes were made 
involving the orbiter, booster rockets, exter- 
nal tank, and engines. With the success of 
the new shuttle, America is on track for our 
next major objective: having the space sta- 
tion, Freedom, orbiting the Earth in the 
next decade. 

In the meantime, we’re looking forward 
to deploying the planetary probes Magel- 
lan, Galileo, and Ulysses, that will visit 
Venus, Jupiter, and the Sun. The launch of 
the Humble space telescope—the Hubble, I 
should say—I put an “m” in there—the 
launch of the Hubble space telescope will 
extend our gaze to the far reaches of space. 
Important national security projects will 
also be launched, improving our ability to 
monitor arms control agreements. Our 
progress on developing the Mach 25 nation- 
al aerospace plane continues. And NASA’s 
office of exploration has some very exciting 
ideas for the future: building a space ob- 
servatory on the far side of the moon or 
establishing a permanent lunar colony or 
sending a manned mission to the planet 
Mars or to one of its moons. There’s so 
much that lies ahead. You know, I have to 
wonder how far off is the day when the 
children of America turn to their parents 
and say, “Gee, Mom and Dad, can I borrow 
the spaceship tonight?” [Laughter] 

For our young people, in particular, I 
think Mike Lounge said it best, “Space is a 
fun place.” That’s a message that deserves 
to be posted in every science classroom in 
America. We can tell each child in every 
school: There’s an exciting future ahead, 
and it belongs to you. Education will be 
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your passport. Knowledge will be your 
boarding pass. So, set your sights on the 
stars. I want to say to our young people that 
our space program needs you. So you 
should study and work hard, because when 
you're old enough to go to space, America 
will be prepared to take you there. 

I'll predict that the crew of the Discovery 
has launched a whole new generation of 
young space pioneers. Mission Commander 
“Rick” Hauck has said that this will be his 
last space flight. Well, we’ll miss his leader- 
ship, but he says “there are a lot of people 
waiting in the wings.” In fact, four of them 
are right here. As “Pinky” Nelson, speaking 
for his colleagues, put it: “We’re back at the 
end of the line, waiting for our next mis- 
sion.” Well, we too are looking forward to 
seeing you return to space, but for now we 
just want to say, Thanks again for this mis- 
sion and for all that it has meant for our 
country. 

Along with the Discovery’s dramatic lift- 
off, there have been few sights more inspir- 
ing than watching the graceful shuttle glid- 
ing down to Earth. Because in that 
moment, as five Americans returned from 
the heavens to the Earth, we could see our 
own future, or at least glimpse the shape of 
its opening moments, because there’s so 
much more to come. What history is re- 
cording today is simply the greatest of be- 
ginnings, the opening overture of a sym- 
phony in space. 

Yes, there have been setbacks and trage- 
dy and heroism along the way. And the 
journey ahead is not for the faint-hearted: 
It’s for the brave. But there are wonders 
that lie before us, wonders that the human 
heart has yearned to know since the dawn 
of time. Ours is the first generation in 
human history that has had the tools to 
bring mankind into the heavens, into space; 
and America intends to stay there as long as 
the human soul can dream and wonder, as 
long as our ancient destiny draws us toward 
the stars. 

The poet William Butler Yeats described 
an Irish airman in World War I, who 
became a pilot not because of the call of 
“public men nor cheering crowds” but “a 
lonely impulse of delight drove him to this 
tumult in the clouds.” I think that’s the way 
it'll always be. The men and women who 
blaze the trail lead us forward through 


sense of joy, through “a lonely impulse of 
delight.” They are the pioneers who seek 
knowledge and adventure, who lead us 
beyond the frontier, across great oceans, 
and who lift us to the clouds, to the heav- 
ens, and, someday, out beyond the stars. 

Today vistas beyond imagination are 
being opened for humanity in space. A new 
future of freedom, both peaceful and boun- 
tiful, is being created. And America is tell- 
ing the world: Follow us. We'll lead you 
there. This is the mission for which our 
nation itself was created, and we ask for 
God’s guidance. America’s as large as the 
universe, as infinite as space, as limitless as 
the vision and courage of her people. 

So, to the crew of the Discovery and to all 
of you who help carry us toward our desti- 
ny on the wings of a dream, thank you, and 
God bless you. 

Captain Hauck. Mr. President, we would 
like to thank you very much for the privi- 
lege of coming to meet with you and for 
your coming down to Houston to wish us on 
our way. This is a great team that we work 
with, and many of those people are repre- 
sented in the audience today. And we ap- 
preciate that opportunity to thank them 
again. But a team is only as good as its 
leader. And as far as we're concerned, 
you’re the captain of the team. And we 
have a team jacket that we presented to 
you in Houston. We took the patches off of 
them so we could fly them into space, and 
we brought them back to you and would 
like to present them to you. 

The President. They promised they’d 
bring ’em back to me. [Laughter] 


Captain Haucx. Our pleasure, sir. 
The President. Thank you all very much. 


And to some ladies who are just as brave as 
these gentlemen. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:48 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. The 
President’s closing remarks were a salute to 
the wives of the Discovery's crew. 
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Statement on Aid to the Nicaraguan 
Democratic Resistance 


October 14, 1988 


I recently signed into law the Depart- 
ment of Defense Appropriations Act for 
Fiscal Year 1989. That act provided $27 
million for limited humanitarian aid for the 
Nicaraguan democratic resistance through 
March 31, 1989. 

Shortly, Congress will adjourn for the 
year, and its Members will return to their 
States and districts. If, during adjournment, 
the Sandinista regime attacks the resistance, 
available resources may not be enough to 
protect and sustain the freedom fighters 
until the new Congress convenes. In the 
event the Sandinistas attempt to capitalize 
on this situation, they should know I would 
not hesitate to call the 100th Congress back 
into session to consider emergency assist- 
ance to the freedom fighters. 

Our policy in Nicaragua remains the 
same: freedom for the people of Nicaragua, 
restoration of democratic institutions, and 
peace and stability for all of Central Amer- 
ica. America must stand with those who 
fight for freedom in Nicaragua, as it has 
stood with the valiant freedom fighters in 
Afghanistan and Angola. We have an obliga- 
tion to share the blessings of our liberty 
with those who yearn for freedom in Nica- 
ragua. Their struggle is our struggle, and 
together we can achieve democracy in 
Nicaragua. 


Remarks on Signing the Alternative 
Motor Fuels Act of 1988 


October 14, 1988 


Well, Members of Congress and distin- 
guished guests, good afternoon. We’re here 
today to sign into law an investment in 
America’s future: the Alternative Motor 
Fuels Act of 1988. This bill is a landmark in 
the quest for alternative forms of energy. 
And believe me, when you’re my age you 
just love hearing about alternative sources 
of energy. [Laughter] 

I’m particularly proud this afternoon be- 
cause I remember more than 4 years ago, at 
a Cabinet meeting in January 1984, and I 
asked Vice President George Bush to 
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launch a thorough investigation of alterna- 
tive energy and see what he could find— 
not pie-in-the-sky demonstration projects 
but real-world possibilities and realistic op- 
tions that would help keep our air clean 
and our nation less dependent on foreign 
oil. 

That’s what’s so exciting about the bill 
before us today: the forms of energy en- 
couraged by this bill are already in use. 
Methanol, for example, is used in the Indi- 
anapolis 500 and in other race cars because 
it simultaneously enhances performance 
and safety. And cars that run on methanol 
have the potential to reduce emissions by 
an amazing 50 percent and improve effi- 
ciency. For areas like southern California, 
that could be a Godsend. A few months ago, 
Vice President Bush dedicated the first 
methanol pump on Wilshire Boulevard in 
Los Angeles. And this bill gives American 
automobile companies a real incentive to 
start building cars powered by alternative 
fuels by adjusting the federally-mandated 
average fuel economy ratings to reflect the 
gasoline saved by these vehicles. 

This legislation also opens up new mar- 
kets for natural gas and coal, our two most 
plentiful energy resources in this country. 
The success of these projects could improve 
employment and the economies in the 
hard-pressed oil- and gas-producing areas of 
the country. This bill takes advantage of 
existing government programs and mecha- 
nisms to assist alternative fuels. Most impor- 
tant, it’s not intended to create massive 
new bureaucracies or new taxpayer subsi- 
dies. 

So, I thank you, and may God bless you 
all. And I’m now going to sign that bill into 
law. 


Note: S. 1518, approved October 14, was 
assigned Public Law No. 100-494. 


Message to the Congress Reporting on 
the National Emergency With Respect 
to Panama 


October 14, 1988 


To the Congress of the United States: 
1. On April 8, 1988, in Executive Order 
No. 12635, I declared a national emergency 
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to deal with the threat to the national secu- 
rity and foreign policy of the United States 
posed by the policies and actions of the 
Noriega/Solis regime of Panama (53 Fed. 
Reg. 12134, April 12, 1988). In that Order, I 
ordered the immediate blocking of all prop- 
erty and interests in property of the Gov- 
ernment of Panama (including the Banco 
Nacional de Panama and the Caja de Ahor- 
ros) then or thereafter located in the United 
States or coming within the possession or 
control of persons located within the United 
States. I also prohibited the payment or 
transfer of any funds or other financial or 
investment assets or credits to the Noriega/ 
Solis regime from the United States and by 
U.S. persons and U.S.-controlled Panamani- 
an entities located in the territory of 
Panama. All transfers, or payments owed, 
that are not authorized by rules, regula- 
tions, or licenses, to the Government of 
Panama are required to be made into a 
blocked account of the Government of 
Panama at the Federal Reserve Bank of 
New York, to be held for the benefit of the 
Panamanian people. 


2. The declaration of a national emergen- 
cy was made pursuant to the authority 
vested in me as President by the Constitu- 
tion and laws of the United States, including 
the International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), the Na- 
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1661 et 
seq.), and section 301 of title 3 of the 
United States Code. I reported the declara- 
tion to the Congress on April 8, 1988, pur- 
suant to section 1703(b) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act. The 
present report is submitted pursuant to 50 
U.S.C. 1641(c) and 1703(c). 

3. The Office of Foreign Assets Control of 
the Department of the Treasury, after con- 
sultation with other Federal agencies, 
issued the Panamanian Transactions Regula- 
tions, 31 C.F.R. Part 565, to implement the 
prohibitions in Executive Order No. 12635 
(53 Fed. Reg. 20566, June 3, 1988). The 
Panamanian Transactions Regulations con- 
tain a number of general licenses, authoriz- 
ing payment to the Noriega/Solis regime of 
utilities; indirect taxes; fees and taxes paid 
in connection with basic business activity; 
fees (other than income taxes) directly owed 
by individuals; payments for travel-related, 


telecommunications, and mail transactions; 
fees related to the purchase and sale of 
publications; and payments of obligations of 
the Noriega/Solis regime to persons within 
the United States. 


Two amendments to the Panamanian 
Transactions Regulations have been issued 
to date. The first, effective June 15, 1988, 
authorizes payment of social security taxes 
to the Noriega/Solis regime by U.S. persons 
and U.S.-controlled Panamanian entities (53 
Fed. Reg. 23620, June 23, 1988). This 
amendment permits the payment of taxes 
and fees for health, maternity, and retire- 
ment benefits for Panamanian nationals em- 
ployed by U.S. companies and U-S.-con- 
trolled Panamanian companies. The second 
amendment, effective August 24, 1988, au- 
thorizes payment to the Noriega/Solis 
regime of import duties, other import-relat- 
ed expenses, and port fees (53 Fed. Reg. 
32221, August 24, 1988). This amendment 
facilitates U.S. exports to Panama by per- 
mitting U.S. exporters and U-‘S.-controlled 
Panamanian importers to pay expenses re- 
lated to importations. 


With this report, I am enclosing a copy of 
the Treasury Department’s Panamanian 
Transactions Regulations, as amended to 
date. 


4. The objective of Administration policy 
remains support for a return to civilian con- 
stitutional rule and the development of an 
apolitical military establishment in Panama. 
In furtherance of our policy, the Adminis- 
tration has imposed economic sanctions 
against the Noriega/Solis regime. In our 
judgment, the root cause of the current 
crisis is the fact that the Panamanian people 
have lost confidence in a political system 
widely perceived as corrupt, repressive, and 
inept. A genuine Panamanian resolution of 
the political crisis is necessary to restore 
confidence in the Panamanian economy, a 
precondition to the return of economic sta- 
bility and growth in Panama. Accordingly, 
our efforts have been directed at support- 
ing Panamanian efforts to resolve the un- 
derlying political crisis as rapidly as possi- 
ble. 

5. The expenses incurred by the Federal 
Government in the 6-month period from 
April 8 through October 8, 1988, that are 
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directly attributable to the exercise of 
powers and authorities conferred by the 
declaration of the Panamanian national 
emergency are estimated at $701,000, most 
of which represents wage and salary costs 
for Federal personnel. Personnel costs were 
largely centered in the Department of the 
Treasury (particularly in the Office of For- 
eign Assets Control, the Office of the Assist- 
ant Secretary for Enforcement, the Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for International 
Affairs, and the Office of the General Coun- 
sel), the Department of State, the Federal 
Reserve Board, the National Security Coun- 
cil staff, and the Department of Defense. 

6. The policies and actions of the Nor- 
iega/Solis regime in Panama continue to 
pose an unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security and foreign policy of 
the United States. I shall continue to exer- 
cise the powers at my disposal to apply eco- 
nomic sanctions against Panama as long as 
these measures are appropriate and will 
continue to report periodically to the Con- 
gress on significant developments, pursuant 
to 50 U.S.C. 1703(c). 


Ronald Reagan | 


The White House, 
October 14, 1988. 


Proclamation 5882—National Forest 
Products Week, 1988 


October 14, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Our observance of National Forest Prod- 
ucts Week reminds us that, in one way or 
another, forest resources affect all of us, city 
and country dwellers alike. Forests supply 
many material needs, from lumber for 
homes to paper products to the baseball 
bats of our national pastime. And, whether 
in national and city parks or in local woods, 
forests enhance our physical and spiritual 
well-being with their scenic vistas and rec- 
reational opportunities. 

Forestry and agriculture have been vital 
to our economic life from the start. Today, 
we are seeking to expand our market for 
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forest products. We have the technological 
and resource capabilities to boost our com- 
petitiveness in exporting forest products. 
Our active competition in the international 
marketplace will foster a more robust econ- 
omy and healthier and more productive for- 
ests. We continue to develop new resource 
management practices and to foster innova- 
tions in forest products. We can provide 
these and other products for ourselves and 
the people of the world; we will succeed as 
long as we continue to understand the great 
importance of our forests and the need to 
nurture them. 

To promote greater awareness and appre- 
ciation of the many benefits of forests for 
our Nation, the Congress, by Public Law 
86-753 (36 U.S.C. 163), has designated the 
week beginning on the third Sunday in Oc- 
tober of each year as “National Forest Prod- 
ucts Week” and authorized and requested 
the President to issue a proclamation in ob- 
servance of this week. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of October 16 
through October 22, 1988, as National 
Forest Products Week, and I call upon all 
Americans to observe this week with appro- 
priate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourteenth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:01 a.m., October 17, 1988] 


Nomination of Dennis M. Devaney To 
Be a Member of the National Labor 
Relations Board 


October 14, 198° 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Dennis M. Devaney to be 
a member of the National Labor Relations 
Board for the remainder of the term expir- 
ing December 16, 1989. He would succeed 
Marshall B. Babson. 





Since 1988 Mr. Devaney has been Gener- 
al Counsel of the Federal Labor Relations 
Authority in Washington, DC. Prior to this 
he was a member of the Merit Systems Pro- 
tection Board, 1982-1988. He was in pri- 
vate practice with Tighe, Curhan & Piliero, 
1981-1982. 

Mr. Devaney graduated from the Univer- 
ity of Maryland (B.A., 1968; M.A., 1970) and 
Georgetown University Law Center (J.D., 
1975). He was born February 25, 1946, in 
Cheverly, MD. He served in the U.S. Navy, 
1970-1972. He is married, has two children, 
and resides in Columbia, MD. 


Appointment of Othal E. Brand, Sr., as 
a Member of the Commission on 
Agricultural Workers 


October 14, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Othal E. Brand, Sr., to be a 
member of the Commission on Agricultural 
Workers. This is a new position. 

Mr. Brand has been founder and chair- 
man of the board of Griffin and Brand of 
McAllen, Inc., in McAllen, TX, for more 
than 20 years. Mr. Brand is also serving his 
third term as the Mayor of McAllen, TX. 

Mr. Brand served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps during World War II. He was born 
August 12, 1919, in Grayson, GA. He is 
married, has three children, and resides in 
McAllen. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





October 8 


In the afternoon, the President returned 
to the White House from a weekend stay at 
Camp David, MD. 
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The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the Advisory Committee for 
Trade Policy and Negotiations for terms of 
2 years: 


Roger J. Baccigaluppi, of California. This is a 
reappointment. Since 1975 Mr. Baccigaluppi 
has been president and chief executive officer 
of Blue Diamond Growers in Sacramento. 


Donald G. Fisher, of California. He would suc- 
ceed Mary Jo Jacobi. Since 1969 Mr. Fisher has 
been chairman and chief executive officer of 
The Gap, Inc., in San Bruno, CA. 


Allen E. Murray, of New York. He would suc- 
ceed John D. Macomber. Since 1986 Mr. 
Murray has been president and chief operating 
officer for Mobil Corp. in New York City. 


Rudolph A. Oswald, of Maryland. He would suc- 
ceed Owen Bieber. Since 1976 Mr. Oswald has 
been the director of the department of eco- 
nomic research for the AFL-CIO in Washing- 
ton, DC. 


Harry Evans Sloan, of California. He would suc- 
ceed Richard J. Ferris. Since 1983 Mr. Sloan 
has been cochairman of the board of New 
World Entertainment, Ltd., in Los Angeles. 


October 11 


The President met at the White House 

with: 

—Kenneth M. Duberstein, Chief of Staff 
to the President, and Colin L. Powell, 
Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; 

—President Norodom Sihanouk of Cam- 
bodia, to discuss the withdrawal of Viet- 
namese occupation forces, the role of 
the Khmer Rouge, and a U.N. presence 
in Cambodia; 

—the leadership of the Reserve Officers 
Association; 

—Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas F. 
Brady, to discuss the International Mon- 
etary Fund meeting in Berlin. 


October 13 


The President met at the White House 
with: 


—Kenneth M. Duberstein, Chief of Staff 
to the President, and Colin L. Powell, 
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Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; 
—Ukranian-American religious leaders. 

In an Oval Office ceremony, the Presi- 
dent received the Mohandas Gandhi World 
Peace Award from Asian-Indian Americans. 

In the afternoon, the President attended 
a farewell reception for James C. Miller III, 
Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget. 

In the evening, the President telephoned 
Vice President George Bush, who partici- 
pated in the second Presidential candidates 
debate, to congratulate him on a job well 
done. 


October 14 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—Kenneth M. Duberstein, Chief of Staff 
to the President, and Colin L. Powell, 
Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; 

—the leadership of the Congress of Inde- 
pendent Unions; 

—Secretary of State George P. Shultz: 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted October 11 


Gregory S. Dole, 
of Massachusetts, to be an Assistant Secre- 


tary of Transportation, vice Matthew V. 
Scocozza, resigned. 


Harold K. Phillips, 

of California, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Inter-American Founda- 
tion for a term expiring September 20, 
1994 (reappointment). 


Nominations—Continued 
Submitted October 13 


Jerry D. Blakemore, 
of Illinois, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Labor, vice David F. Demarest, resigned. 


Jill Houghton Emery, 

of New York, to be Director of the 
Women’s Bureau, Department of Labor, 
vice Shirley Dennis, resigned. 


William P. Albrecht, 

of Iowa, to be a Commissioner of the Com- 
modity Futures Trading Commission for the 
term expiring April 13, 1993, vice William 
E. Seale, resigned. 


George Tryon Harding IV, 

of Ohio, to be a member of the Board of 
Regents of the Uniformed Services Univer- 
sity of the Health Sciences for the remain- 
der of the term expiring May 1, 1989, vice 
Francis Carter Coleman, deceased. 


Kenneth D. Whitehead, 

of Virginia, to be Assistant Secretary for 
Postsecondary Education, Department of 
Education, vice C. Ronald Kimberling, re- 
signed. 


John Train, 

of New York, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the African Development 
Foundation for a term expiring September 
22, 1993, vice Charles G. Well, term ex- 
pired. 


Submitted October 14 


Dennis M. Devaney, 

of Maryland, to be a member of the Nation- 
al Labor Relations Board for the remainder 
of the term expiring December 16, 1989, 
vice Marshall B. Babson, resigned. 
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Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 


Acts Approved 
by the President 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 





Released October 7 ' 


Advance text: 


Remarks to area high school students and 
citizens in Sterling Heights, MI 


Advance text: 


Remarks to State and local chambers of 
commerce and the State chapter of the Na- 
tional Federation of Independent Business 
in Sterling Heights, MI 


Released October 11 


Advance text: 


Remarks at a Republican fundraising recep- 
tion 


Released October 12 


Advance text: 


Remarks to area high school students and 
faculty in Upper Darby, PA 


Advance text: 


Remarks to members of the Italian-Ameri- 
can community at a Columbus Day dinner 
in West Orange, NJ 


Released October 13 


Fact sheet: 
Family Support Act of 1988 


1 These releases were not received in time 
for inclusion in last week’s issue. 


Approved October 7 


H.R. 1467 / Public Law 100-478 

To authorize appropriations to carry out the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 during 
fiscal years 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991, and 
1992, and for other purposes 


H.R. 4457 / Public Law 100-479 
To create a national park at Natchez, Missis- 
sippi 


S. 1934 / Public Law 100-480 
Judiciary Office Building Development Act 


Approved October 11 


H.R. 4998 / Public Law 100-481 

To amend the Food Stamp Act of 1977 to 
make technical corrections in the Family 
Independence Demonstration Project 


SJ. Res. 317 / Public Law 100-482 
Commemorating the bicentennial of the 
French Revolution and the Declaration of 
the Rights of Man and of the Citizen 


Approved October 12 


H.R. 3977 / Public Law 100-483 
Mining and Mineral Resources Research In- 
stitute Amendments of 1988 


Approved October 13 


SJ. Res. 364 / Public Law 100-484 

To designate the week of October 2 
through October 8, 1988, as “National Pa- 
ralysis Awareness Week” 


H.R. 1720 / Public Law 100-485 
Family Support Act of 1988 


1 These acts were not received in time for 
inclusion in last week’s issue. 
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Acts Approved—Continued 
_ Approved October 13—Continued 


S. 1165 / Public Law 100-486 

To authorize the Secretary of the Interior 
to provide for the development and oper- 
ation of a visitor and environmental educa- 
tion center in the Pinelands National Re- 
serve, in the State of New Jersey 


Approved October 14 


H.R. 1596 / Public Law 100-487 

To amend title 28, United States Code, to 
create two divisions in the Judicial District 
of Maryland 


H.R. 4028 / Public Law 100-488 

To authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to 
exchange certain National Forest System 
lands in the Targhee National Forest 


H.R. 4188 / Public Law 100-489 

To designate the United States courthouse 
located at 445 Broadway in Albany, New 
York, as the “James T. Foley United States 
Courthouse” 


H.R. 4267 / Public Law 100-490 
To authorize additional appropriations for 


Acts Approved—Continued 
Approved October 14—Continued 


the WEB Rural Water Development 
Project, South Dakota, authorize the use of 
Pick-Sloan Missouri Basin electric power by 
the Lower Brule Sioux Indian Tribe, and to 
rename certain facilities of the Central 
Valley Project, California. 


H.R. 4276 / Public Law 100-491 

To designate the United States Post Office 
Building located at 1105 Moss Street in La- 
fayette, Louisiana, as the “James Domen- 
geaux Post Office Building” 


H.R. 4433 / Public Law 100-492 
To designate the United States Post Office 
Building in Jeannette, Pennsylvania, as the 
“John Dent Post Office Building” 


HJ. Res. 576 / Public Law 100-493 
Designating February 19 through 25, 1989, 
as “National Visiting Nurse Associations 
Week” 


S. 1518 / Public Law 100-494 
Alternative Motor Fuels Act of 1988 
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